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Every well-wiſher to Zion is excited, andÞ 
directed how to lament after the Lora- 
with Prayers and Tears, | ER 
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Humble Addrefs 
TO THE 
Righteous G O D, 


Ighteous as holy male 5 
wan ways, and ko! nal” 
thy works, muſt Duſt and Aſhes 

fay when they ſpeak ro thee, or 

plead with rh All' /{rael. have 


y Law, and deſpiſed Dan. If, 
my, +2 hee therefore /haſt chou '*- i 
us 2 great Evil, ſach 


ev apo ra Br fc 
der the whole Heaven'4 aor three: 
Shephetds ' eut off in; a inpirhy, Rech. 11.8. 
but fore thouſands tin one. da 
and this' notfor a day; or 

;— re 


A 2 __ | 


Pal74-9: ready ; neither is there any among 
ip egoge " 1 us : Thy 
'- 

Ezra 9.,13- US leſs us our 1niquities deſerve ; 

Dan. 9.5 but to the T.ard. our God belon 
Gen.18.25* megcies:and forgiveneſles, t b 
we rebelled againſt thee'; andihall 
not the Judge of all the Earth do 
right 2 Look down from Heaven, 
I& 54. 13.and behold from the habitation of 
Pal. 9. 18, - mgm and of thy be : 


ll the _ alwaics' be 

gotten 2 the expedtari 
©. he Pdor - periſh for ever ?;-Be not 
ifs. 64.9, Wrath.very fore, O/ Lord, neither 
remember. iniquity. for ever : Be- 
wry we _—_ _= We are 
| People; our ini- 
Jer. 14. 7: i rt againft us, do thou 
this for'thy -Names ſake; for be- 
hold' for thy-fake we are killed all 
the day long.” The Lord! God of 
Pal. 44-22- Hoſts, the Lord God, of he 
knoweth-,: and. //rac! he. thall 
Joſh.22.22. KQOW, if it be rebellion, or tranſ- 
v1 greſſion 


gr againſt ;the-Lord.  Judgy 4. 25 + 
ord, them. that. have. walked .. -- 1 
in; their, jnt&grity-+, »Recompence 
ates der pb af ACgOr\ to. the pal.18.21, 
—_—_ —— 
that have. not wic 

Tow their God; or, by 

,of, God ;haye acknow- 
ledged-thcir!.0 ence, returned to 
thee, and whoa laſt are fyllowing Hoc. 5.125 
8;40. JO, the Jrord, and ple & ” Aol. 6413 
, Opin a;revivinga 
Rn ow £ ſe daies or years Ifa. 26. 19. 
of death, let thy dead men live,thy ;;: —_— 
ſlain; Witneſſes: be-;called up, and g 
aſcend $0; Heaven) in a Cloud;;let © '* + 
there be a ſhaking, that iy: My Ht 
Bones may- come, (p3thet - Gam 9" - ul 
Oo Wiod, and breat breath on them; that Dan. 9. 17- 
FARO may-live : Cauſe thy br the 

ypon y "Sanctuary, or 

Lord's lake. jIn/miglt of Juc 
remember mercy,.and at - 
vive thy work. Give us the open 
ing-of.the mouth. Set thy Light £2.3-2: 


K 3 thy 


Rer2.r. Thy 11 'Let'thy Peoples 

If. 30. 20. Tyes fee ther Teachers! Give us 

Plal. 60.11. help from trouble; for vairis the 

help of . aan: "Furife the Sons.of 

Mal.3-3- Levi, that" they may offer ito the 

Lord ati Offering itt -Righteouſ- 

Mal. 3-6- neſs. Thou art ovah', and 

not, we 

of Jacob are not all — 

$2492. Thou art the- Creator of the Ends 

+++- of the Earth, and therefore canſt 

command 10 ray era, 9h 

There's no carching Un- 

2 Sem. 14. Utrſtanding, therefore canſt deviſe 

i . Ways forthe baniſhed tobe reſto- 

_.. ww; 2 fiithful God, and wilt er - 
n&- 44.28. form thy Promiſes, 'and co 

3% 18. the Word of thy Servants.” But 

our God is a God'of Judgment ; 

bleffed are all' they that wait for 

him | He which teſtificth theſe 


Rev. 22420. Ir, Woes eres —_—_ 
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"The Qonſolation of Iradly 


ws 


- bes Morey: and Peace. 
"IH rebukes that Divine 
N 1 ge, hath ail airs 


cormes Godt Childers _— —_ 


hearts, and ſerious Enquiries 
—Y rr funk my 


A 4 


ko. I". HOT: .257Y \v TIP van} wr due 
r- . - . . * 


with the Dany bter of Zion, word and Rod 
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Lam. 2 40. RT Ono card Lau 8 
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way from God before he turned bis back up- 
1 Pet.4 17. 97 Ws. Fudgment fs) begun at the bouſe of 


God, and he « re ould 
beg \thet4" =. 
0 


firſt begun there : Godſait u only 
bare known of Wlithe F amilics of the 


pon _ - y 
ities 
pogo of 


neareſt bis bearts 4s, Ab] Rr 


light, and love, mean, mereits, oblig at 
_ tations. abou cavy OfÞtr og | rely 
hig = for us to awake out 
rity The cberge 4s draum up, the mditt- 
mo ment is read 2 ufges have Rs Laid on, 
2r4 of tad s a —_ as beve come neoref 


"the bears of the Godly: Tafs of G 
twiledlge 1,45 a greater affiittion' thenoſs 
"ira, one her Relations, 
"of ife "8 Ref Tea fanth God, Woe, 
Hoſ- 9.12  .1{o unto them'When 1 depart from them. 


God doth mit wfe to rx tall be al xt 
ed, or thruſt away; * This bath been 

derk and gloomy lh 8 day of rebaks and 
Blaſphemy, 


Amos 3. 2+ 


_ 32» 


rill there be no. zemedy, of 10 
jwity 0s of their © * 


yore 
ſelf ex annng- 
x 


but 

a o 
on, 

theſe vapotrs that darken 

ariſe from our filiby hearts and _ 


theſe 


I 


theſt Arrowr are winged with our Hol. 139+ 

own  fearbers, our deſtruttion is of qar Jctr- 4-18. 
ſehves, it may be ſaid Yo every indi- 
widuat, thy. way and thy doings have 
procured theſe things unto thee, this is 
thy witkedneſs', Becauſe it it bitter, 
perauſe "it reacherh unto thine heart, 
yea 10 thy Sbul : Salvian complained 
of old," that by our ſins the enemies 
were this is "the 'Achan, in the 
ramp, the Jonah in the ſhip, the wore 
i rhe gow; if ſn abide fill in wn, 
br Nr be fe, deb ot ex- 
deliverance till thee tht proved- 
catiew in our part he diſcarded and 
4 wpay © It's trus God it the in 
Feng -blnſe, © wicked mien ' the inffrit- 
ments, " hut" or own ſelves are the de- 
np md procurmg cauſe of all our 
wor : The proteflants im Dycen Marys 
day: lamemed that their unprofitableneſs, 
contempt” of the Goſpel, under King 
Edward Grh browght on them thoſe 
bloody days of Perſeention, and if we 
wo not monrn, and we may con- 
olude theſe are but the "beginnings of 

Jowow, as drops before the ſhower 

| bleed, that after this propheſying in ſack- 

| cloth, witneſſes ſhall be ſlain, and the 

mymber of Martyrs accompliſhed, = 

nH- 


Hoſ,”s. 15- 


Antiebriſts fins \ filled 
wp the abomination of 
God Almighty. prevent. \.; 

Theſe thing s conſidered, and 
in my thoughts, 1. caſt about what was 
the fitteſt courſe. $8\.5c fas groves 


Mates, aber 


ing God's further Removes, reduce 
him back to our Souls, and Aſſemblies, and 
I. find. that 1. God. purpoſely. removes to 
moke us folow bins, "a: a wiſe. Nurſe doth 
by a weak Child, 1. He ſtops and halts, 
a in_ſuſpenſe what to-do, that. be may 


Hoſ.'11.18, 6486 alarum @, and. afford us les/ure to 


Ho. 6. 3. 


Ifa. 64. 7. 


conſider what courſe .to take. 1. \ He 
makes @ gracious. promiſe, that if we do 
follow on to know the Lord, hu. going forth 
ſholl be prepared as the mornang. - - And 
4. He complaineth that there 6 none that 
celleth on hy Name, that ftirratbup bim- 
Jelf to take bold an God, i. e. to keep bins 
from depariings or \ to. fetch bins back, 
Conſidering the Premiſes, I was. deſirous 
= my. poor meaſure, to promote. Gad"; 
work in the Souls of bis People,. and-in 
gage all that bawe any Intereſt in God, ta 
prove it at this day for the prevemting 
of bis total Remowsl,and detaining of God 
with t« ; not as the Dhebiencs of Tye, 
when Alexander befieged it ; and one of 
their Diviners told them, that it was 
wed AP x revealed 


revealed to him in a Dream, that Apallo 
their gad was ſhortly to depart from them, WY 
thereupen they take the Image of Apollo, i 
and bind it with a Chaim of Gold to 8 
Poſt,” thinking thereby to detain bim, - No, 
no, we cannot force God\ againſt his will ro 
tarry, but we are in obedience to God's 
command, and diſcharge of our duty, and 
in performance of the Condition of his 
Promiſe, to lament after the Lord with 
Prayers, Tears, Confeſſions, Reformations, 
Peading with God through the Interceſſion 
of his Son, for his Return, and Reſidence 
with ws. While wicked Gadarens are by 
words and works bidding bleſſed Jeſus de- 
part out of our Coaſts, #t becomes us ſ0- 
lemnly to' mroite him, open the doors of 
our bearts to him, and give him free web 
com, ſaying, Lord abide with us: ; And 
thus he may be conſbrained to tarry with Luk-24-29, 
w. And though 4: this borrid Tempeſt, 
that the Ship of the Church 1s ſorely tol/ed Mart. 8.24; 
with, [o that it's covered with Waves, our 25, 
Lord be aſleep, yet Faith and Prayer will 
awake bim : And though we carnot per 
remptorily ſay, he will ſave our Perſens, 
Prevledpes, or his Church in England, yet 
we may-with ſome, confidence ſay, be will 
certainly ſave Lion, and build his Church 
bk 1 in the World ; he will [ave our | 
own 


eph 2. 3. 


Amos 5.15, 


Joel 2.14. 


Jonah 3s 
7,8. 
Ezra 10. 2. 


a Pet. 5, 10, 


91 Souls, and it may be we fball be bid 
* the day of the Lord's auger ; it may'be 
that yhe Lord God of Hoſts will be gra- 
ious nito the Reninant of Joſeph, Who 
knowtth if he will return and repent, and 
leave a bleſſing bebind bim? Even an 
Heathen King took this courſe, and upon 
mo other aſſurance, than # | Who can 
tell? ] There & hope im Ifrae 
this thing, only it becomes ms to wait 
God's kiſure, and patiently, yea wvalianthy 
paſs through the Fiery Tijal before w'; 
wherein Papiſts will far exceed Proteſt arits 
' rage : However My. Greenham ſaid, 
He that will ſuffer by Papiſts, muſt learn 
to ſuffer by Pr $;-and he that 
hath well paſſed che Pikes in Camp» 
Aght, may hope to paſs ſafe through the 
we Ordeal. Integrity and prog bene 
will preſerve ws, d by a Divine 
Wann enency in Tryals. The God 
of all Grace, who hath called you int6 
his eternal Glory by Chriſt Jeſus, after 
that ye have a while, make you 
ſtabliſh, Krengthen, ſertle you: 
May it pleaſe the Lord to own theſe 
weak ( t ied Labours for 
ckening the Spirits of bis People t6 Ia- 
hw ofte the Lord %-Aerpy will 
rifurn to the many thouſands of bus Peoie 
| ”m 


I 


. 


| un theſe Nations. And afttr we! have 
beets dogging Eſek | Strife } ovd Sitnab, 
| bat oppoſition ] God may cauſe Ws Gen.26.20, 
unanimouſly to digg Rehoboth | Room] 21, 22. 
that the Lird may maki room fat us, 
and make ws fruitful mw the Land. 
Oh for ſuch a day! There 11.8. day where- 
in they ſhall not hurt nor-defftroy in all 
God's boly Mountain; whereis the If. 11.6,7, 
ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the © ** 

ard ſhall lie down with the Kid, 

Ec. Wherein bis People ſhall ſee Eye to 
Eye, and ſerve bim with ton 1conſey br 
ſboulder, | and that he will turn to bis , 


eph. 3.9. 


People a Fs or Lip; that y, 1;. ' 
they ſhall feed lye down, = nn 


ſhall make them afraid. It hecames God's 
People to make a Catalogue of theſe and 
ſuch like Promiſes, and ſpread them be- 
fore the Lord; for be is a faithful Gag, 
and will perform bis Promiſe , whith 
faith, Jer. 30. 17. For I will reſtore 
health unto thee, and I will heal thee 
of thy wounds, faith the Lord, be- 
cauſe they called thee an out-caſt, 
ſaying, 'This is Zim, whom-ne man 
keeketh after: And ler all that love her 
lay Amen, Then the Angel of the 
Lord anſwered and ſaid, O Lord of yg, , 
Hoſts! how long wilt thou not have zz, * 
mercy 


on "Fe _ and . on the Cities 
of Fadeb, ſt. which thou haſt had 
indignation” theſe threeſcore and ten 
» And«he Lord anſwered. the Angel 
tharicalked with me, cd waar 
ker oeeande oke I Fi rks Di 
| at this may be the Tſſue of t 5D 
ation, interceſſion, Lame ation, 1s the 
Projer of 
(3 By \wt} 'Thy Soul-Friend, 
Aug-22-168 3 2 2 
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Iſracls Lamentation 
after the Loxd. 


1 Sam, 7. 2. 


—lnd all the Houſe of Iracl it 
mented after the Lord. | 


"He whole ſeries of the Hiſtory of the 
T'tmes in which this Scripture was 
writ,take in ſhort thus : Afrer the Judges 
in the preceding Book (fo called) God 
railed up Eli, ' who was buth = Judg and 
Prieſt, who though he was a good map 
himſelf, yer his Sons were prophane, and c, 1 ...,4 
opprefied the Peop'e, by Teganng ch 
boyled-Hicſh and raw for roaſting, abubng 
the women that came to the door of the 
Tabernacle that theirfin was very great, 
and of bad conſequence; for men abhor- 
zed, the offering of the Lord, El being 
gntarmediof bigSons profligate courles,tuo rSam.2.23. 
Wuch indulged them, -vr. too mildly re- Ser. 10. de- 
bules ther; W hy do you ſuch things? zoo 65 in chis 
Gr went for lack hard and hainous ac: _—_ 
g there loc, 


\ oF 
ez] 

” there wanted deeds,. he being a Magi- 

C.2.27, firare ought to have puniſhed or remoy- 

ved them,if not pur them to death: well, |} 

God ſendsz wingf God to E/i, { Whe- | 

ther Ekas, or an Angel, or Phimebas or 

Elkanahb, I diſpute not] to rebuke end 

threaten him and his houſe, bur he not re- 

e. 3.18, forming God inſpires and commiſſions 

| young Samne} to give tum a Sound ad- 
thonition, and warn him, as immediate! 

from the Lord : .the good ald . man falls 

under the Admonition though by a Child, 

but now the diſeaſe was grown paſt bis 

Ciiritg, his counſel did no good, -and he 

Sn. 216 not __ _ ry _ _ 

—_——— is fault, and it will be 

no rg puts the matter over int6 

'Gods hands, let him do what ſeemerh hizh 

food : God can by. his grace curb and 

cure them, or by his power he can cruſh ' 

and confound Ing tſe his plea- 

fure, I give my children into his hands, let 


- 
- /» rodeal with them the 4th ChiapteFthe 
f Sam. 4. Ifraclites and: P biliſtines joyi bantel, four 
2 34. | | I/raelites are fan, the Ark is" 


(3) 
.Law within it are broken, yet theArk muſt 
be. their Palladium. They doted on the 
Ark, but provoked the God of the Ark : 
they repent not ot thear corrupt manners or 
defiling Gods Worſhip, they neither ofed 
outward means by recruiting we ps- 
which was a tempting of God, yor do 
they uſe proper rel gious means,to get re» 
conciliation with God,but fondly preſume 
uponGods lenity and indulgence to them 
becauſe of the meer preſence of the Ark: 
the Ark comes, Hophni and Phinebas catty 
it, acl ſhouts for joy, the Philiffings * Sam. 4.94 
animate one another, imagining, -it chey ** © 
now prevailed, they — the God ,, ,,. 
of Iſrael, looking on the Ark to be[{reels 
Idol,or at leaſt,that Gods power was tyed 
to it, after-the conceit of Idolaters; . r Sam. 4; 
Gghr,prevail,kill;thirty thouſand Hebrews, 10,1 1,12 
& Hophni & Phinehas,take the Ark priſo- 
ner,the ridings. whereof broke Elzes heatr, 
then his neck, brought pangson Phinehas , .g 16, 
wite, and though ſhe was a mother, yer | 
full of grief, which ſhe bequeathed to the 
world inthe name of her ſurviving child, 

hebod : Well, the Philiftzns: now lead 
Tea, God in triumph, as they judg, 
they bring it to Dagen their God 1h 1 Sam, 4; 
A , in reproach of the true God; but 1, 2. 
the triumphing of che wicked is ſhort, 

| SS though 


Vo. 
( 4] 

I/rael be x loſer, 'yet Dogon and 
bis ochicr bones 7 Anke wr 
Sar. «, ®f Gods preſence: Dagesfalls on his face, 
"i 4 " > amp in homage thereto, bearen on 
s own dunghil; being c:eed agaim,his 

head & hands were knockt oft by another 
fall. $o that now be had neither wit nor 
firengrh to help himſelt the fair Venus, 
or wornaniſh part was gone, the filhy 
part only is left ; but rhis was bur a ſpore 
; im compariſon ot what befell Dagons 
| 1 Sa. 5.6. Worſhippers, for Gods hand was beavy 
| «> them all; 4ſbJod or Az2tns,as the Spare 
ton Boy carryed theFox in his boſom ill 
re obig vitals,ſo theſe,theArk that was 
falun ro its obſervers, was mortife- 
rous to its conternners ; even as the Lords 
Supper is profitable to due partakers, bur 
xCor. 11. unworthy receivers find it to turn to 
wad their judgment here,and damnation here- 
after. Carnal hearts pretend a fond ref- 
or ba pr ran ; gn the _ 

jealous upon their pervertin 
inſtitutions or ſuitable Iage: Aded 
was ſoon weary of Gods Ark, they hold a 
councel of their Lords : they poſt iu away 
to Garth, which was their Metropolis, 
thinking belike, that to be a derter aur, or 
1 Sam. 5.5, unter a more benign influence of the ſtars: 
But here alſo Gods hind was upon _ 

| W 


(s] 
with a very great deſtrution, they had 
painful and , wanker aries bors 
ſecret parts; being weary of the Ark,they 
would hifc ir oft to Ekron,but the Ekro- v, 16. 
nites were wiſe by others harms, and a 
conſultation was had to carry back the 
Ark into its place, for all the five cirys of * 5m. 2. | 
the Philif in; were ſharply puniſhed, thoſe 
ſeven months it. was in, their country. 
And they were weary of it ; only cor» 
ſulred-the Diviners how to ſend it back, + 
they adviſed to ſend it wich a treſpaſs of» 1 Sam. 6.4 
fering, 5. e. five golden Emrods and five 
Mice, give glory to the God of 
[/rgel upon a' new carr, drawa by rwo 
milch Kine, and by their mvtion* they 
might know whether it was Gods hand 
or a chance, and peradventure they mighe |. : 
be healed;they didfouheRine wept ſtraighe 1Sam.6.12. ©; 
to Bethſhemeſh a city of the Levites, the y 4 
rejoyced to ſee it coming, but though | 
they offered a burnt-offering to the Lord, / 
yet looking into the Ark, the Lord finote 
fifty thouſand threeſcore & ten men with, ._ 
geat'y and they lamented it,& cryed our, © 
bo is able to fland before this | boly Lord 
God?” Butalas, they lament not their Sa- 
criledg & injury tothe Ark, but the death 
of rheir People,imitating the Pb/iſtine(qus 
propter culpas non dv/thamt\ſed propter penas 
B 3 ululabant ) 


(5] 
alulabent ) they houled for the puniſh- 
ment,not kindly mourning for their offeg- 
&6s: they refle&t not on their own miſc 
Garriages, but transfer the cauſe to Gods 
holin:{s:And now they alſo would be glad 
to be rid of fo, chargeable a Gueſt, and 
ſend meffengers toKi-5ath-jearim,to fetch 

It to them : who came and fetcht ir. 

Qu. Why did they not ſend it to Shilo 
where it was before ? | 

" Anſ. 1. That was far off, thisnear, 
+ they in haſt to get delivered of thar 
burden. & - 

* 2. Divine providence removes from 
Shilo for the impiety thereof, Fer. 7. 12. 
you ſee ordinances are not perpetually en- 
tailed on one place: the Goſpel is a flitting 
Goſpel, God ſometimes breaks up houfe 
and is gone to another coaſt : Pſal. 
98 58,61. Mat. 21. 43. 

Qu. Why were not they of Kiriath 
fearim afraid of Betbſhemeſl s puniſhmenz ? 

' Anf. they knew that plague was not 
for the Arks ſake but for their [rreverence 
and Curioſity;now they reſolve to reform 
that and take warning as David did, 
. 1 Chyon. 15.13. it becomes perſons that 

ſafter wk Nor been to find fault with 
God or them, burCharge it on themſelves, 
and amend -what is amiſs ; mens _ 


: 
[7] 


fins are the procuring Gods juſtice, the 
itmpoſing cauſe of troubles ; that's a good 
Scholar that learns theſe rwo Leſſons . 
under Gods hand. 

I ſhall not trouble you. with enumerat- 
ing the ſeveral places in which the (Ark 
reſted amongſt the I/ralites before it was 
brought by David into Obed Egdomrs houſe, 
2 Sam.6.10, Nor what this Sanctifying 
Ehkeaz.or, or ordaining (him to the Sacred 
Miniſtry : what this keeping the Ark 1s, 
that nothing be taken away, or no un- 
comly thing be done to it or about it": 
nor why Eleazar the Son,and not Abmz- 
dab the father' was imployed about ir : 
whether Abinadab waz old and decrepid, 
or dead, or btifie about houſehold aFairs, 
or Elazar wis more holy, is not much 
material to inquire. . But it may be asked * 
Whether the Ark was only twenty years 
there? Anſ. 1. The Ark was there all the 
days of Saul, which was above forty years, 
but this was { jam anne wvigeſimus ] the 
rwentierh,till-this time of Sa-ruelsPreach- 
_ Ing his Sermon, in the following verſe : 
or before” [rae] much inquired after it, 
or-were ſenſible of their loſs of it : So 
deeply were the roots of impiety and 1do- 


latry faſtened in them. 
B 4 The 


AR. 1.2K 


{ 
0 


8] 
5 3. The Ark's receſs 
The ur man £4 pron 


:. for the former in the Arks'receſ$. 
I.The place where; in Kir- 
ath-jrarim,more particular- 
Obſerve Ciy, Abmnadabs houſe, wv. 1 ,2, 
2. The time or duration; + 
20 years;a long time indeed. 
Qu. I. What's meant by the Ark heres 
Anſ. 'T's needleſs to explain rhe word 
IR which fignifieth « Cheſt or Cofha , 
Gen 50. 26, or to put money ing 2 Km 
12. 10. but this Ark was appointed by 
God, wherethe Tables of the Law were 
laid up, therefore called the Ark of the 
| Teſtimopy, there God communed with 
Iſrael, hence called the Ark of hispreſence, 
; Exod. 2.5. 2.2. here the People of [rect 
were to Worſhip, and inquire Gods ming 
at it, and it guided their journeyings, 
Numb. 16. 35,36. And though the 
Ark have toany  ſignifications, yet good 
Expolitors think that what the Ark of 
God was to the [raelizes of old that the 
Goſpel Aowarage are to 0 which are 
means of grace, rokens of preſence, 
and inſtirutions of Worſhip, | 
Qu. 2. What's meant hy the Arks being 
in Aibnadab's houſe in Karjath-jearim ? 


[93 7 JEM 
Anſ. imports its privacy, Soktude,s. e. 
comparatively, few could few would ire- 
quent. ity as formerly at Suxlab, 

»Brcaule this city Was Tabpairy -« is 
upon the borders of the land, and fothe 
other tribes could nat ſo commediouſly 
reſort to it for devotion,or they durſt nor, 
leſt the Phalifins hould fer thera, if 
any come toge ther for that 
as mdeed they did,v.7.Never is the 
and: his Imps more enraged againſt God's 

than, when they mcet wo worſhip 
: for the Philiſtms had interdicted 
reel to meet together, and now they 
chem of Sedicion- and Rebellion : 
2-Becaulc theArk being bur in a private 
houſe, few could.meer there at once to 
worſhip Gad,. or hear the word ; ſome 
(ifs potible ) cared nor for it, had other 
ways of their own hearm they followed, 
—_—_— ate Wed co Hhbuy Save 
dp vs ne get , Or 
continue comfortably: bebe the Lord 
there, but were ſubje& ro many 1ncon- 
veniences ? others were afraid of che ſcofts 
and reproaches of their adverſaries, and 
few would be at the pains to go attend 
on God in his appointments. 

Qu. 3- bad the People no pablick 
Ordinances or Infrudtions ol his time” 

; "2 


[10] 
A.*Fs likely they had ordinary Levites 

and Prieſts to offer Sacritices, inftrat 

the People,though in 'the time of ſeveral 

Jadges, there was ſad work both in tivils 

Judg. 17.5. &ſpiriruals; Tometimes there was no King 
4 blick-M iſtrate in {rae}, and then 
I 95 every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes; hence Micah gets a hotiſe of 

ven Images & aLevite to be his Prieſt, 

adg.17. 518. certainly there wishe 
nce'and wofy! degeneracy into im 


frm and tdolatry as s aparemt by eny! 


tors obſerve but two | Propins: 
phrbartayy of the 
hack AA 13/20. aegis 


STE p 
Gi As 


that Abgel that Cbyia: 
_ , ch..2. ropher; = that 
wt ne ro pb 45A the Prophets 
from's L, AR. 3.24) and Paul men- 
tions' Samiel the 'Prophet as not an or-- 
_y Perſon, yealhe broke forth like a 
ertain glorious Sun'out of the night of 
dark both of fin andeerrour ; and till 
thoſedays the word of the Lord was pre- 
£ious, 1 Sam. 3-1. 5. e. it was, {| I, rarus, 
2. charus) either rare, becauſe there were 


few Prophets declare Gods' Word co 
in 


(11) 
the People ; rarely did the Lord reveal 
- himſelf, and therefore was it the © more 
precious and highly eſteemed by all; bur 
rhat rexr ſaith further,there was no open 
vilion, that ſcems to be an int non 
of my Text; no Viſion diffuſed, or 
ſprinkled abroad, conmon, mukiplyed, 
but ſhut up in afence, pail or within 
walls,ſo the word fignifys, 7 |'N* yD 


v WB3,no broken viſion;a loaf that's whole, duce. 


nouriſheth not ; a book cloſed up inſtructs 
not;z fountain ſhut up waters not;the 
reaching of the word diſtributes it #- 
d to all parts, members of the myſti- 
cal body, this s the multiplication of ſeed 
bread, as in Chriſt's miracles, diftribu 
amongſt thouſands, bur alas thert was 
none to+break the bread of life to ſouls, 
till ' Samuel aroſe, and then the word of 
Samuel came to all Iſrael, 1 Sam. 4. 1. be 
now preached repentance to all, and that 
they ſhould make an expedition againſt 
the Phileſfins, however for want of refor- 
' mation it proved not ſucceſsful, but rhat 
evil was brought ori then to promote their 
humiliation : poſſibly Samuel foreto'd this 
fall to them asa puniſhment of their Sin. 
And now Samue/ renews his Exhor- 
tation, providence producing this Argu- 
mene,to reinforce the duty ns 


Wid. Pol. 
n+ in loc. 


([12] 
d though thi gommun.: after- the 
yet- t's probable it was | the 


thereupon,as thejr reformation alſo was 

Ver. 4-J& it may be this is the ſame with 

their drawing water, and pouring it out 

before the Lord wer. 6. which ſome un- 
of peniteu tears... 


Take fore general obſervations from 
.- I, God gives his People ſenſible tokens 
ce, viſible Ark, audi» 


NES ich drawing may be continued 
a long time, 2 Chron. 13. 3. {o in Baby« 
low Zech.1.. 13. in latter days, Hof. 3. 4 

4- | God takes particular notice of the 


duration of his Churches afflition, in - 


Egypr 400. years, ſo Rev. 11.171. 


5. Peoples Priviledges may be | 
Fd Keile 


removed before they be kindly ſenſi 
their loſs, long before they recover thems 
ſelves. 

6. When Gods Ordinances are but 
privately diſpenſed, it's a great" loſs ra 
the body of a People, ſuch as need them 


m9 


[13] 
moſt have" then leaſt of them: 

7. Continuance in (in prolongs delive- 
rance,and abſence of the Ark or Ordinan- 
ces is an occafion of continuing .in fin, 
Men do withdraw their hearts. from God, 
that's ſinful ; God withdraws helps from 
them, that's poenal ; men repent not of- 
dinarily without helps; God denies helps; 

8. Attendance on Ordinances raiſeth 
the envy of wicked men; this hath been 
the from the daies of Cam and 1 King, 18. 
Abel, fucceſlively to this day, Ges. 4. 5. 
Exod. 9. 1. Ezra 4 12, 13. Gal. 429. 
| wo, ms Dan.3.12.&6.13. 

9. _ active Inſtrument for 

God, ma God's blefling promote 
4 a Reformation 2 

. - Oh whar hurt may one r 

do! So what good may one uſeful man 
co when God ſtirs up their hearts. Ss- 
muel (ets things a working, fo Ezra 5. 


I, 2. Hap. F. 12. 

10. God a Reformation 
and Reſtitution of his Ordinances, he or- 
ders an harmonious concurrence of pro- 
vidences for that end. The accompliſh- 
ment of God's threats affright, awakeg. 
Semnel comes in the nick of time, ſpeaks 
words upon the wheel ; God moves, 
, "5 SI ; chings 


[14] 
things go ori apace, 2 Chron. 29. $6, 


& 31. 21+ | 

Theſe L paſy briefly, and pali onto the 
tain Point from the laſt clauſe of the 
verle {And all the Houſe of Iſrael lament- 
ed after the Lord.) 

They did —_— ſo much undet 
their clbog rievous oppreſ- 
ftons y' r Philifins, bur afrer the 
Lord, 5s. e. for the Ark of the Lord, and 
the Lord of the Ark ; for the 
of God's gracious , and the vi- 
"fable rokens thereof ; [ locbrymis deplora- 
runt ſummanm miſeriam Religionis & Ret- 
publics] they boy lamented the cala- 
mities of Church and State, Religion and 
Polity. This, fay Interpreters, u an ad- 
mirable place; by reaſon of the general 
Converſion and Repentance af the whole 
People; we have ſcarcethe like in all thie 
Scripture, except Att 2. - + adi 4 

From the words then reſults this Do- 
Arine. | 
That when God's Ark is long obſcured, or 

— w Huy it _—_ God's 

Iſrael, or profe People, to lament 

after the El "7 
. Serious lamenting after God. is well be- 

coming thoſe whom God afflits in the 


—_ 


[15] 

» The Text preſents to us, x. The Per- 
ſons" lamenting, God's peculiar People, 
theſ&only love, and mm s preſence, 
when the Lords and * Cities of the Phils 
fins are weary of him and fend him 
gway, yea and the Berhſhemites, th 
a "City of the Levites belonging to t 
Church of God,through their ill manage- 
ment, of matters ſend to get a releaſe, 
yer Gods Iſrael will look after their 


2. Here's the objeQt they lament after; 
not peace, plenty, viftory over enemies, 
bur after the Lord, Frbowah is the objeft 
of their affeQions, tis hifo+ they love,and 
long for communion with, Pal. 63. 1,2: 
O God thou- art my" God, early will 1 
ſeel{ thee, my ſoul thir fteth for os to ſee 
thy power and thy glory ſo as I have ſeen 
thee in the Sanetuary. 

3. Here's the Uniyerſality of theſe ; all 
Iſrael ;the whole houſe of Iſrael come; 
they that had wofully degenerated, 'and 
were after their Idols; "what 
= wonderful 'a& of Gods power” and 

eraignty was this upon their ſpirits ? 

this he manifeſts that he is do's true 

o Surrey was his Servant 

the h in Eljabs'prayer, preaching, 
Sacrifice. and ſuceeſiof al 1. Kin, 18. 
. Wt, 37, 3% \ 4. Here's 


[a6] 
&. Here's the manner and nature of 
the Prophet cyoatiens, they - lamemed 
the Lord, which is « very compre- 
denn rr key a gn 
this I 
cad ines mocked; _ wn 
1, Shew how ordinances are obſtru- 
Qed, obſcured. 
2. What's implyed in lament; afrer 
Eg 
ow an thus 
z} y Ifrecl 


werddid by £69 is a Cave, «nd fod wich 
bread and _ y nw by oe” 

was at Elyab 
on ore 1 mobs i Km. 19, 
10, Such as were left were a 


\ 


their ' £4 NOR 
biek Wota, of to. re Gc 
Ocrdinatices openty. It's wires ſceks 
not corners ; yet publiſhers of Truth 
may be driven into corners.God's Candles 
may be plunder a Buſhel; the Churchis 
pleaſant things "may, be taken, wo 
Sabbaths and folenn' Aſſemblies | tha 
forgotten in Zion, and the waies of % 
m__ Ts 1.4,7. The Church come 
ns, Pſal."74. 9. We ſee nog our 
Hoe "a I ho x, Fc Rer.12. 3, 
Church may flec into & wilderneſs of obs ©7117: 
ſcurity an ſecurion,” her witneſſes 
way; be flain by a natural af civil death, 
ſome time or biker theſe prophecies have ' 
kn accompliſhment; Feremab and Ezelde! \ 
may borh have their mouths'ſtopped by. ' 
their brerhren,and Gol'himſelf may be 2 
hrrle SanQuary to ſuch as want the open 


SanQtuary- Nr hop It. 15. 16. 


Rd 2 , obltrut- 
chat rrp is putt F verk on to 


pray for Vitn'rhat the Tis Wed of the Lord. 
chay have. free courſe, £ Theſ.3.1. intimas' 
ng ht has met with a ſtop;by what ? 

rage.or theDevjls ſubrilry ,or borki 


Eraſe yori = roſs ro ja 


vil ob. 
SIT De TR we 


25 


, ol 
e ” 
("— 
[+ Þa 


ST: 


my 
Ok ad wi pe tip. Goo, and 
i 1008, if they cannor. do 
Ply. they at. _ page. 2s 
iſciples frequently mer in 
Js th doo be "Dh, « 
t for ., 20. 19, 
Tt + that word in Iſa. 8, 16, 
refers to ſucha day, et Seofigg 
The kd Law 


EY 
J- Ir 
nu 


- 


me 


A 
NE the In 


wid of 1htir Whale Hogs 

rw, (thong they_call and” account 

them Gelechl Jug eMref therefave have I 
ſet it far from them. Men may be guilty 
— ide My rr m—_ 
uitera 'S 

—_ ok their ova ſtamp ho: 


ſtirutions, It's a thing ws 
think to tend what hath tr 
Lind Yo yp 4 ; 4 rope hath f> ore 


8.3. 
not Be wed oh (4. e. will deal 
with thery' as guilty maletdCtors) a5 take 
his Namie in vain. Nay, God bids meri 
raher go ſerve their 1 than re” 


GS GE SS ao... EO * 


[21 ] 
think it ſafer to Venture=sh "Irtens dif; lex 
_ is 


© 
, Father” than be Rev.12.4. 


down tofin 'and Hell with the 
's Tail : ”Phough Perſecution at. 
former, « iy Tthe _ daies, 
mr _ ro' nm the 
Text and Doh, ®, Fs 
-after' -rhe Lord ? "The word 


oy 


what 
mind (2s we 


wa7h) 
" . 
8 


Jam,1-18. 


the Lark on 


[22] 
it's Gd 
m_w *F En - > <> low > 


inclined 

after Abimelech, or to'follow him, Fudg. 

3- Irs well fo, for when people Rand 

Bun poſe themſbives, what have we been 

doing have we done well or} what 

courle is beſt to he taken ? and begin to 

have ſome inclinetions after God whore 

than formerly, this is the firlt ſtep. | 
2. They were ſetled, eſtabliſhed after 

the Lord ; 


8 Lr. Why hae wer 
May + of pA Art on /M 
Ba4, another while to God, 


Ixecth — Woes; the 
roofed ; the Will is bowed ; the atk. 
mo the Conſcience reſolved ; 

hall obſtruR their courſe 3 they 
_ down the Scaff, and ſay #5 Ruth 
to her Mother-in-law, Rauch t. 26, 27- 
DT i 7 


(23) 

from following after thee, for whither 
rbow goof I will go, &c. 50 ſe, 

they had been heſirating and doub 
whar'to do, yet [jam-in DG; abſequio gra- 
dum fieunt ftabilem & certwm] they get a 
fare footing in their motion God-wards. 


. 'They - were congregated and al- 
ſenbled aker the Lord; +, woulwon Fu 
they now begin t0 flock like Doves to 
their windows, they _ troop after him, 
[collets ſwont Dominum} cr. 3. 17--» 
All Nations {ball bs gat hered to «t, to the 
Name of the Lord God; yea Judah ſbal 
go with I(rael, v. 18. Secalſo Fer.5 045+ 
They had been broken, pow they are 
united. Some went "after ſome mens 
commands and examples, ſome after 
others z 'but 'now the great God makes 
an A& of / Uniformity and Unahinuty, 
Zech,/1 4. Yi In that day there ſhall be one 
Lord ,' 'and' bis- Name one: One So- 
veraign Commander, one Way, one 
Worlhip. That great God doth not only 
injoyn one" thing, but 'doth joyn them 
in one bond and mind. -Ob happy day ? 
when the Grace of | God heals the 
breaches that are in mens ſpurte, and dr 
viſions in the Church ! 


4. They groaned, complained, be- 
moaned chombetves in their following the 
C 4 Lad, 


[ 24) 
Lord,: as a Child followeth © his--de- 
rring, Father, and. ay # halve} followed 
rs Waite Michal, weeping podigdiee ty 
Bahurim,'2 Sam. 3-15, 16. or as Micab 
followed the-Dawires that took away his 
— crying after them; they ſaid, Wha 
thee? he faid, I hove vehen away 
my Gods» and/aubat have 1 more?. and 
wks Fr 0 ite me, What 
aileth thee? r Fudg? 18. 23,24 41d. You 
coald not bave. me a worſe turn ; 
lay your hands ori your hearts ,. ask your 
{ſelves whether any loſs can parallel this, 
of long cn Gal You need not. be 


DL by earneſt and 
the word imports = 


rag Let. t Seo in of the Pri. 


ing K he voice, as Laws; 2: 1 

their heajts cryed untothe Lord, _ —_— 

run cown * like a River day and wighgs 
< k v ; ca, 


x 


Yea, v. 1 
out t 


bulie,-of 
fleepy, and muſt 'be- 
ironically twits Baa/'s:: 


mefcy 15 
when hc Children: of 1/#aeh crycd, and 


[25 ] 


9g. Ariſe, cy out in the night 
ey abery > Fg 


pour owt thine 2 \ pater); _ pd 
by bands towards bim 2 Yea, Lame 
She did both cry.and ſhout,not | G 


ing, enemies, or 


omiſed;.» Hence it was that 


their cry came up.unto Gad, Exod.323- 


Crying is.the Accent bf Prayer. A. crying 
ſounds load'in - God's Ear,' -'Fhe 
Mothers .bawels.. make hex./ look 


back-on- ber.crying Ghild. . God loves.to 
be-called-back byi\a- lervent affectionate 


&- They betook.; themſelves ro-the 


returning from in, having recourlc 


to God _ Reformation, and 


without t 


fcant;but thus did the Children of 1rae!, 


according 


to Samuels comfnand, and ſup» 


polition, 1n this Chap. v.3- If ye do return 
with all your heart to the Lord, - then 


put away the ſtrange Gods, and prepare 


your 


purſuing 
ES 4 


. 


[26] 


page arrgnnes the Lord, and ſerve him 
« agd Oy. This was their 


pane paper to wound rob bur 
ſuch as caſt away their abominations fol- 
low the Lord aright and ſhall overtake 
him; this is che-mechod preſcribed byGod 
himſelf, Poker & wore romreyy 
Lora gerarn unto me 
ney AY pid 
our thenſbolt mor 76s 
ove, & thou ſhalt ſwear the Lord laveth. 
Then, and never till then are Souls fic 
to: joyn in covenant with; God when 
they ape divorced from ll paſidts 


Ce TE, wet 


notion of this word, [ Chald. quieri 
| rs wt poſt cultum- Domini] their 
bearts were abundantly quieted in the 
manner of Gods worſhip, - and much 
more un the of their worſhip, and 
in theunion their hearts to-God, and 


communion 


ibled t is 
— ) Rare ts the 
«friend, cryed-ufter him, Put away on 
Idols and lufts, reruened tothe Laney 


{ 28] 


compre, manner ered carte 

hot id vain a greepadmee}.geicd fr 
uaro drtwmar Ga, 3. wehind, 

ocnawrenap es 1 mr 


him fall dins 
nar it of. him —; Ws 


', Lorin 16 the bleſſed. babes of joy bor ſuch 2 Tr 


w Fat 


dg 


Tg] 


ſtrued. 20 Ia conkhirmation of this Point, 
1, That they muſt. lament 
the Ark ot | the Lord... 2, Aker: 
Lord of the Ark, Briefly for both theſe, 
I. Gods. Iſrael or profeſſing People 
muſt lament after the Ark 5. e. the Ordi- 
nances of the Lord, when obſcured, or ob- 
ſtructed : w_ 
I. Becauſe the Ark or. Ordinances of 
the Lord are a Peoples: greateſt > 
their beauty,ſtrength: & honour. e- 
in 18 Iſrael better than other Nations then 
by having Ordinances 6f God among 
them, Pſal. 147.19. 20, He ſhewed bis 
word unto Jacob,bs flatutes and his judg- 
ments unto Iſrael, he bath not dealt ſo with 
any Nation» q.d, This,this is that that ex- 
alts 1/7a4l above all other Kingdoms,thas 
rs 1 have the vilible tokens of Sage 
preſence, which is a peoples only glory 3 
ſo faith the Apoſtle, Norm 9. Fd To the 
Iſraelites pertain the Adoption, and the 
G 9" Covenants, and the groig 
of rhe Law, the Service of God, and tbe 
Promiſet, 


by h 
Zem, us be hd by Shilo, Fer. 14. How 
that was this context ſhews. And EceE. 
ins I will prophane drag 


ren ak Gods v2 Cipher di eſe 


it1 this caſe; and the evil is greater, 
cauſe it reacherh tothe Soul, ave Fro 
beſt part of man, Hence Amos 8. 11,12, 
Beboll the dies come, ſaith the Lord, that 
1 will ſend for 8 Fanmm in the Land, 
(on _ - _p fr « dreadful Judgment; 
Sword, Law. 4. 9. Buc 
omagh ah, Nt « Farin of Freed, 
dee Aus rpy but of bearing the 
Words 7: Thi is the foreſt 
" grnerit on the Soul is 
— when poor fim- 
a; Now mrs, wh rote _ 


[31] | 
er te Hel Seoqoprarnt +1] 
L ;/iow is f 
Pe ag 1s, Hoſe 4 6. lag people 1 

deftroye for lack of knowledg 
« Becauſe there's much embag 

the 'injoytrient of Ortlinances : 
conlifts the Kingdotn of Heaven; fo is the 
Preaching of the Sofpel yt calz 
_ and this Word ; - "he Word the 

ingdom, and Goſpel © 
becauſe it 1s an corrdaGtcn + he 
enter Perſons into the Kingdom of G 
and ſo of Glory ; and that's a dreadfu 
Threatning, Marth, 21. 43. Ther wy 
ſhall the Kmgdom of God be taken 
Jou, and be given to a Nation briging 
forth the fruits thereif. If any ask me, 
as Rom. z: 1,2. What advantage bath 
the Tew ( the year Chriſtian un- 
> the Goff difvenſa tion) or what pro 

fit « there 0 ns or of Spiritual 
Priviledges ? Tanſwer, much Very WAY, 
chiefly becauſe that unto thers were com- 


_ the Oracles of God, and ſo Salvation Joh42% 


the Fews; as our Lord faith ; even 
Lo thoſe that bave Goſpel- Ordinances, 
have great helps for the converſion, edi- 
fication, and ſalvation of their Souls ; for 


Chriſt harch ſer up his Enſign among '% 11. 166 


theſii for Souls to flock unto, Theſe are 
Wells 


[32] 


16.12.3. Wells of Salvation, a Feaſt of fat thingy | 

£515 tepll omlluig, whey Suk a) 

Mat.16.s. {nilkout, and be abundant]y delighted , 
IA. 60. I. are the Keys of the Kingdom, by 
AR. 14-27. which Heavenygates ſtand open continu- 
AN ally 5 the door of Faich, the-miniſtratiog 
*%+2- of the Spirit, the. day of Salvation, &c. 
And. is not all this worth lamenting af- 

ter the Lotd to enjoy ? then what is ? 

4 Becauſe this is the charatter and 
pro of a Child of God to lament af- 
ter the Ark andOrdinances of God, 1 have, 
ſaith David, lwved the babitation of thy 
bouſe, Pſal. 1.6. $, Therefore makes ths 
his [nm mMegnm] onc Thing which | 
he defires of the Lord, to dwell in *the 
bouſe of the Lord, Pſal.2.7 4 T'wo things 

on a Chriſtian Spirit to Jament afrec 
for the Ark ; 1, His Principles ; 
2: His Experiences. 1. He hath a gra- 

cious Principle, an enlightened Eye to 

ſee whar —_ cannot diſcern ; the 
Chriſtian calls ſich places and waies, 
Beer-la-hai-roi, as Hager, Gen. 16. 14. 

The Well of bim that Ivocth and ſeth me, 

So the Chriſtian ſees God's way in the 

Pal. 14.14, SanQtuary ; there he beholds the beaury 
Pial. 27.4» of the Lord. They bave ſeen t £ np s, O 
FA 60,24- God, even the gomgs of my Go mn, he 
Yau Stacy. | Ge 
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hath a ſtomach and taſt ſuitable to what 
he meets with in the Ordinances of God, 
Faith, Love, Defire, Joy ; as new- .bogn 
Children have x natural. inſtinct to their 
Mothers Milk for conſervation of life , 
ſo 1 Pet. 2. 2. Saints as new-born 
Babes deſire the ſincere Milk of the 
Word, that they - may grow thereby. 
The Law of ingraven in his heart, 
bears proportion to the' Word he hears 
fp by Miniſters, Chriſt within him 
(by his Spirit and Graces) 'as the hope of 
Glory,” prompts him to, a love and long- 
oher ka in the holy Supper, and all 
his _ 2. Add to this 
_ riences the believing 
l bath b po the ſweetneſs of Divine 
Grace in Ordinances, which cannot bir 
fer him a »longin for the like Experi- 
ments again, Pſal. 63.1; 2. My Sout 
thirfteth for thee, my bs lonperh for thee, 
is otra nd b ty ogy 
is, to fee th er 1 0 as1 
bave ſeen been the Sanftuary Lngt Song 
ink. 14. I ſate dowl: ailet bis ſhadow 
great delight, ind bis fruit Was 


ſweet to my taſt; yea, he brought me into 


bis banquetting houſe, and bis banner over 
me Was z 9g No wonder 'if ſhe was fo 
(ck whin ſhe wanted him. * Regs” 

D Thi 


—_ -. 

This leads me to the next Head. 

; 2, That Chriſtians muſt lament after 
the God of Ordinances, or God in Ordi- 

nances ;,.{o ſaith the "Text, The Houſe of 

Iſrael lamented after the Lord. Why ? 

1. Becauſe God is infinitely more 
worth than all Ordinances ; his prefence 
is prizable for it ſelf. The Ark is bur to 
be eſteemed for his gracious preſence ; In 
bis favour 1s life, Pſal. 20. 5. His loving- 
rat Is Ack than 7” Pſal. 63. 4 
"This is the marrow of Heaven, the want 
of this is Hell. Woe alſo be to them when 1 
depart from them, Hoſ. 9. 12. And this 
the Child of God knows. 

2. God purpoſely withdraws that men 
may lament ;after him ; as a Mother ſteps 
our of the-Child's hght, that it may ſee 
ſhe's gone, and cry after her, Hof. 5. 15. 
I will go and 7 to my plate, till they 
acknowledge their offence,and [tek my face ; 
in their affiuttion - they will ſeek me early. 
, #: _ due n—_—_——__ after the 

may fetch hiq back ; he el 

hovers, + nh that Ear 
ſhould call him back by their prayers, in- 
treaties, moanings; not-as though God 
were moved, _ or changed by mens pitt- 
ful complaints and out-crys, but that 
fuch an carneſt lamenting qualifies the 

ſibjed 
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fub) tates for mercy, and puts 
6 <:oiy-wy condition of = —_ 
Fer..2.9--1%, 13+. Then ſball ye. cell upoy 
me, and ſhall ga and pray unto me, and 1 
will hearken unto you, and je ſhall {cet 
we and find me, when ye ſball ſearch for 
me with all your. heart, 122. 20d 

4+. God bleſleth his People uſually 10 
and by Ordinances, with his beſt blefe 
ſings, P{al.13 3-3. Therethe Lord come 
nad the blelling,, Even Life for ever- 
more, Eph. I. 3. Bleſſed be the God ans 
Fatber of our Lord Jeſus Chrift,who hath 
bleſſed ws with all ſpiruual blej/ings (2, mis 
vreogview) in beavenly ( places, things, 
means) i Chriſt. It would be needleſs to 
reckon up all the blefſings.that our dear 
Lord conveys to his People by {| Ordinan» 
ces, and that it becomes us to lament af. 
ter the Lord for, in his Appointments ; 
(tor now 1 joyn them.together.) 

1, Semetimes God gives outward blef- 
6ngs/with-his Ark, So the Lord had bleſ- 
ſed: the Houſe of Obed-edom, and all that 

rtained to him becauſe of the Ark of 

God, 2 Sam.6.12. The Goſpel of Peace 

oft-bringy outward Peace and Plenty; 

though through the corruptian-of tyens | 
hearts it ſtirs up..oppolition occaſionally: 

| 2. But the chict Heſſings are ſpirirual; 
Iz ©" 2 23 


- ( 36] 
as, Converſion of the Soul to God, Rege- 
neration, eff«&tnal Vocation ; {0 that it 
way oft be ſaid, as of Ziow, This and that 
mat was born there, P/al. 87. 5. So alſo 
increaſe of grace, 2 Cor. 3.1 8. We all with 
vpen face, beholding as im @ Glaſs (this 
broader Glaſs of Ordinances, and the ſe 
cret Glaſs of private Duties) tbe glory of 
the Lord,are changed into the ſame Image 
from glory to glory ( 4. +. from grace td 
prace ) as by the Spirit of the Lord, or of 


the Lord the Spirit [uw weis dc) & 2] | 


Beſides, Ordinances diſcover, and help to 
cure thoſe foul ſpors that are m the tace 
of the Soul, Fam. 1. 23, 24. Sanctuary- 
diſcoveries reſolve many intricate caſes 
in the providences of God. See Pſal..7 3. 
V.17, Here alſo the hearts of God's 
People may be abundantly ſatisfied, Pſal. 
36. 8. for here's goodneſs from God to 
do it, Pſal. 65. 4. Ordinances are [Can«+ 
tes gratie)] Channels through which Di- 
vine Grace-and Influences How to Souls, 
Zech. 4.12. Theſe diſplay Chriſt ; open 
Goſpel-priviledges, Promiſes, Terms of 
Salvation, are as the gate of Heaven; well 
then may, and muſt rhe obſervant bebe» 
ving Soul, lament after both the Ordi- 
nances of God, and God in his Ordi» 


ances, 
& Head 
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4 Head is an ObjeCtion, which may be 
framed again all I have laid. You'l ſay, 
What's all this Canting for? How doth 
it concern us? Have we not publick 
Ordinances ? Doth not the Goſpel floy- 
rh ? Is there not excellent Preaching in 
Publick Places? The generality have no 
reaſon to complain, ſince we have Chri- 
ſtian Magiſtrates, a glorious Church, 
Learned Preachers z « nay, others that 
pretend Tendernefs of Conſcience ; theſe 
do complain before they are hurt ; Have 
they not their Separate Meetings in a 
Publick way wichout diſturbance ? Little 
reaſon have any to make this ado in la- 
menting: What cauſe have you to la- 
ment ? 

I anſwer as Cleophas, Art thou only, a 


frranger wm Jeruſalem { in England | and Luke 24. 
haſt not known the things which are come *» 15+ 


to Pals there in theſe days ? If you ask 
what things ? Do I need to inform you, 
or rub up your memories by telling you, 
that twenty years ago two thouſand Mi- 
niſters then found in peaceable poſſeſſion 
of their publick places were diſpoſleſied 
and ejefted by the A# of Uniformity 
commencing Aug.24. 1662.and ſhortly 
after 1665, were prohibited meeting 
together above four for Religious Wor- 

+:5..4 D 3 ſhip, 
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ſhip, and another AQ prohibited them 
from coming or being within 5 wiles of 
any ſuch place where they had preach- 
ed, or a Corporation, and were ſeverely 
menaced and puniſhed by a Second At, 
abainſt Conventicles, with Sharper pe- 
nalties ;'and though rhe Kings Majeſty 
fer them ar liberty for a ſeaſon, yet rhar 
was quickly retraQted, and many could 
have little benefir by it, and whether the 
filencing of Miniſters be nor an obſtruQt- 
ing of the Goſpd, and of Ordinances, 
jadge you;and if you ſay yottare not con- 
cerned in this caſe,[ ſhall not ſpeak to you, 
bat turn my diſcourſe to others : 'Only 
ſhall briefly propound ſome ' Queſtions, 
i. About che Ordinances of God; 2. The 
God of Ordinances, and leave it to you 
ro judge whether there be not ſome cauſe 
to lament after the Lord, 
1. Are all congregations, ſupplyed 
with able faithful Miniſters ? God forbid 
ſhould: condemn all, or cenſure any;blef 
ſed be God there are ſame gracious men 
in publick ſtation, whoſe main deſign is 
to win Souls ro God : but Oh how ſmall 
is their Number; 1 would rather you 
read an account of this in Ichabod; or hve 
groans of the Church writ by a confor- 
mable Miniſter 4.Dom.1663, lamenting 
3000 
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000 raw young heads, that teach be- 
ore they have learned, 1500 debauch* 
ed Minifters,many factious men,ſome illi- 
terate trades-men , Simaniſts, Pluraliſts 
and Non-Reſidents particularly deſcribed 
God knows whether theſe things be true; 
bur it's well if many have not cauſe to 
complain as our Lord, Matth. 9, 36. 
Who when he ſaw the multitudes , 
he was moved with compaſſion on them 
becauſe they fainted and were ſcattered 
abroad as ſheep kaving no Shepherd; 
you know what follows : If all publick 
places were well ſupplyed there would 
be lefs need of us : It there were no 
need, we ſhould be glad of a Super/edeas. 
2. Yet is there not work enough for 
all the Miniſters in England , if all 
were faithful,conſcientious, and fer them- 
ſelves ſeriouſlly to the work of God ; 
Oh how many thouſand ignorant Souls 


to be inſtructed ! -OQbſtinate, to be ad- to ack 
moniſhed, careleſs to be quickened, weak ,,. ,. 


to be ſtrengthned, wandring to be redu- 
ced ; ſurely they that know any thing of 
the worth of Souls, - of the: work of the 
Miniftry,-and of the importance of eter- 
niry-cannot but bitterly lament that ſo 
lierle: is done for faving of linners, and 
that there are ſo few to lay out them- 

D 4 ſelvey, 
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{Ives, or that do' aftually or effefuallY. 
the work of faithful Paſtors, for the conr - 
vidtion and edification of ſinners Souls: If 
Mamiſter in England were gracious, 
and had an hundred perſons under his; 
cure and charge, he would find it as difit 
cult to manage as & Phyſician, dealin 
with ſo many patients under ſeveral diſ- 
eaſes :bic [abor, hoc opus. * 
: 2. Is not the liberty that ſome take in 
their diſpenſing Ordinances under many: 
diſadyanrages « Are they not ſubje& to 
fines,conhications, impriſonments, baniſh- 
ments,cenſures,and all have not equabop- 
portunity of feeding Chbriſts flock, where 
there is as much neceſity ; What liberty. 
is taken, it's but floln, and-upon cour- 
telie; ſtil] they are expoſed to the rage 
of malevolent ſpirits, and under the la 
of the Law, and cenſures of being un- 
diſcreet Zealots, that adventure fusther 
than therr more prudent Brethren ; ye 
ſtill che Candle ts under a buſhel, and they 
that need it the moſt, have leaſt ſhare in 
it,and are glad they are out of the ſound 
of it, and are-furniſked with Rones: enow, 
even from preſent conſtiturions, --to caſt 
at ſuch as would diſturb chem in- their 
career of fin, and poſting to Hell ;. and 
they whoſe Eyes are opencd to og Boo! 
be rw. 5 0 in 
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blind running into a Pit, cannot but la- 
ment that their hands are 'ſo bound that 
they cannot ſtop them. 


—— 4- Are there not ſad ſymptoms upon 
-" usof adeparting Goſpel? It would not 


now be ſcaſonable to enumerate the Prog - 
noſticks of - God's takirig away his Ark 


and Ordinances, Mr. '7urnal ſpeaking Chriſtian 
of the unkind welcom the Goſpel hath Y Com- 
found among us, addeth ; Oh what will Fe 
God do with this degenerate Age we part 2. 
hve in! O England, England! I fear p-325- 


ſome ſad Judgment or other bodes thee ! 
It ſuch glad Tidings as the Goſpel brin 
be rejected, fad news cannot be far of 
I cannot + think of lefs than a departing 
Goſpel. God never made ſuch a' ſettle- 
ment of his Goſpel amongſt any People, 
but he could remove' it from them : He 
comes but upon liking, and will be ſtay 
where he is nct welcom? who will that 
hath elſewhere to go? Read the reſt. 

- Two words on this, obſerve, 1. Have 
there not been great Attempts made to 
quench the Light amongſt us ? Oh what 
a Combination is there at home and a- 


broad, of Papiſts and Atheiſts, to rout our " = 83. 


the Name of Iſrael, and to baniſh the _ 
God of Iſrael, and cauſe him to ceale ,, 
from amongſt us! Oh what crafty Coun- 


ccls, 


Job 21. 14 
Rey-16-g. 


_ —_ les, with a De- 
to kill the poor Witnefles, after 
bave becn ing in Forehur 
Rev. 11. 3,7. Yea among our ſelves, [s 
there not ſore that are indifferent whe- 
ther the Ark or Maſs, 


ſcorched with the glorious Rayes of the 
Goſpel-Sun, and blaſpheme God, rather 
than. kindly melted by its -warm and 

| ves. How many" Abebs 
t Micaiah's,/ or Fehs's? ar beſt that 


and defire bleſſed Jeſus to depart our of 
our Coaſts, God's Ark is @ troubleſom 


Gueſt to graceleſs Philiffins. Some that 


'received not the Truth in love, are in 
danger ro be given up to Popiſh Delu- 
fions, and the mixt multitude thar fell a 


. luſting or longing for the Qnions of £- 


!, If the Goſpel may be ſinned away, 
rely it is in hazard now to depart, If 


prodigious daring Heayen, unfront- 
6 Arad” 


. > 
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folnefs, of Zeal, loſs of firſt 
carnal of Pri nd con- 
tempt” of the Power of -—p Net» 
rralicy, "empty Formali ve robbed 
People 6f this Pearl ; Dy without 
ive, add, ues we cantiot 
bg 
wo Where are the Souls that ſtir 
theryſelves to take hold of 2 withdraw o<y 
God? Some T hope there are reno 
im the gap, but oh how few, and how 
faintly! V here is there a Mb ; to hold 
up bis hands, a Foſhas to at God's 
feet, a Phinehbas to execute Juſtice ? God 
ſees that there is no man, and -— dren 
der thar there is no Interceſſor. $ 
TREO ſhould be none to guide  Ia.51.18. 
all the Sons ſhe hath brought 
forth What ! none to take her by the 
hand,” of all the Sons that ſhe hath 
broaghtvp : obo Is there no Rod 
exongh or bearing ſuch 2 weight? © 
Wal hs is 2 lamentation, and ſhall Fs + 
for a }Jamentation. - NI 
But may not the Inriocent deliver 'the © 
Iſland ? May not the poor wiſe mian_ de- 
liver bong —_ Are not” Saints ' Prayers +. 
Fnſ: Yes, But where are 
= ? Th: old Stock is worn © our, 
few'new ones come in for a fupply. 
Strong 
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Torrents are carried by the dead 

Sea into the Ocean of Eternity ; and new 
ings are rare and faint; Where 


. be imported, it will decay, becauſe it 
ſpends upon. the old Stock. This-1s our 
caſe, old Saints are worn away,tew Con- 
verts fit to plead with God,come in their 
room., And this is the Devils deſign, to 
wear oug the Saints of the moſt;High, 
and extirpate the genuine Seed of Face. 
But alas ! By horn ſhall Jacob ariſe ? for 
be i (mall. His face waxeth pale, ha- 
ving of late. loſt ſo much-goud blood, 

nd doth not our Lord ſometimes. with- 
draw the Spirit of Prayer, which is an 


interpretative ſaying, Pray not for ths 
People Doth not ſtupidity and ſleepineſs 
ſeize on-th Diſciples, even when Jeſus is 


py ? Doth not this bode evil ? 

EDot in them, even in them, fans 
naw. to weaken and evacuate their own 
& Prayers? Alas! What Diviſions, what 
” Decaies, Deadneſi, Unprofitableneſs:* 
'The Old Puritan-Spirit is gone 3 weare, 
wofully degenerated : - Profeffors are 
grown like the world : How udlike are 


we 
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we to Primitive Saints ? Abraharn i 5x* 
worant of us, lirael would not ac 


and inverterate, that no Doſes will con- 
_—_— ger the Diſcale, rodew.g [altims conatus] 
of | Nature may 
maintain he, A (alan? Judgments 
have been prorogued upon the Vine- 
dreſſers interpoling importunity', three 
ears but beware the forth.God's 
Patience bounds z his Spirit will nat 
alwaies ſtrive, We look like:a peop 


for ruine. - However Noah, Danze! and Exck. 14. 
Fob way deliver their cup nun (Rong 14 


none. befides) by their ri 
can make thoſe few Names. in "> 1x 


walk in white, though he come againſt Rev. 3.3, 4; 


her as &'Thief, and leave her in «£py 
tian darkneſs: He can find--harbour ” 
his Children, though he pull down the 
houſe upon. the heads of H 
crites : And if there be not cauſe of la- 
ing atter the Ark when its removal 
| , to be ſure men-will ſee cauſe to 
lament when this evil i felt. 7he Auger 
of the Lord ſhall not return, until be hath 
executed ,. and till be bath: performed 
the 5 of bis heart; In the'latter 
alares ye confuler it prfelty, i. 
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Amos 8.5. gradual 


ir 


EFEEEE 
: 


| 


Hl 


y 
£. 
F 


[ 


he worth lament 


F 
Un 


4 
TL 
* | 2.50 
z yu ? ; 
Fon 
:; D 
T1 


| 
Hs 


[2 
#; 


I 
FH 
& Hl 


I 


8 


| 


wa ed... £5» > ©. _ a.ces AT 


[47] 
ing Divite Providence, men advance to 
wh Atheiſn, -and open dehance: of 
Heaven. Some men are given up to ſuch 
ſins az arenot fit to be named, and which 
thetnſelves formerly would have bluſh at 
the mention of; and-if any had predi- 
ed their committing them, w have 
ſaid” as Haz.ael, 1; rhy Servant a Dog ? 2 King. 8. 
Siomers that uſed to walk muker's Vail => 
or Ma'k, now go bare-fac'd; 'and '\men 
lory in their ſhame?” Many abhor'So- Phil. 2. 19 
, Juſtice, Temperance.  We-'over. 
eas or wicked ; the Moral 
thens would be aſhamed of us. Men. 
work- all- uncleanneſs with El 
Yea, if they court God-in a few formal 
Prayers, they'rthipk-rhey are delivered to 
do all theſe abominatiohs'; es though 
bir had'got ' a Popifh- Indulgence” and 
ation to fin,» 'As Breerwoed in 
iries tells us,' The common peo- 
peeing they do the Prieft a kindneſs to 
nd 'him' work by new fſinming' wo ger 
pardors. Yea, ſome think frogs id dt 1 Pet, 4. 4 
others, thar they are not as bad as rhen- 
ſelves : -And is not this ' matter of lamen- Tiras 4- 
brag dre Earth thus forſaken ay reli- 
a" #nd poſſeſſed by fo 
Lions, Tygers and bb 
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to cach other ! Is it not time to lament 
afrey that God-that gives up men to ſuch 
fligate and prodigious courſes as baſten 
their own damnation,. and England's de- 
folation ? Is it not time to God till 
he come and Rain Righteouſneſs upon 
us? Hoſ. 10.1% ., | 
, 2... Is not convettirig grace - much 
withdrawn from the Ordinances of God? 
And doth not this call ſenſible Souls to 


| { lament after the Lord ? Time hath beeg 
* thatour Lord hath mounted his white 


Horſe, and hath bent his Bow, and ſbor 


and well 
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Miniſtty to God's glory, their incqus 
ragement, and the ſtopping of the mouths 
of (landerers. Fer»ſalem 1s buil: even in 
troubieſom times: "The Goſpel is not 
bound, rhough Miniſters be. Men civilly 
dead, may convey fpiritual lite. God hath 
not left his Servants without ſome Teſti- 
monies in the Conſciences and Converſa- 
tions of their Hearers, that God is in his 
Ordinances of a truth. Bur alas ! how 
few gleanings hath our dear Lord, com- 
pared with the full Vintage Satan gets a- 
mong men? We rake theſe firſt fruits 
thankfully till the full Harveſt come. Lex 
Miniſters and People lament after the 
Lord, that he would fill his Houſe with 
glory, haſten the day of his Power, to 
make Pecple cheartul Volunteers in the 
Lord's Warfare. Oh that more might 
knock at our doors with a | bat muſt I 
da to be ſaved ?] Where is the Lord God 
ef Elijah? Lord, cloath thine Ordinances 
with: thy Power. When ſhall Aaron's 
Rod bring forth ripe Almonds ? Lard, 
let the Children of the Covenant 
own the God of their Fathers, and be 
{(prinkled with Covenant, grace. , Lord, 
break vp | that bleſſed Writ of Elefting 
Love, in converting grace. Let Sermons 
be ſeconded with power. Make thy Word 
the Arms of God unto Salyation, 


E 3. Dow 


If. 9. 21. 


Song 1. 6. 


[ 59] 

3- Doth not God much withdraw 
from the Societies of his Servants ? Is 
there tq be ſound rhat entireneſs, fingle- 
neſs, faithfulneſs amongſt God's People 
to each other as in former daies ? Is there 
not much pride, worldlineſs, decay of 
love to God, abating ſpiritual zeal for 


. God, ſuch as was mn the daies of old? 


Alas! we have reaſon to think the Spirit 
of Prayer is much withdrawn; that cloſe 
walking, that diftance from appearances 
of \m, that entireneſs for God, that en- 
dearedneſs and uſefulneſs of Chriſtians a- 
mengſt themſelyes, as is wont to be. Yea, 
hath not God ſeemed to take Peace 
from the Earth ? Is not Maneaſſeh againſt 
Epiraim, and Efpbraim again Manaſſeh, 
and they together againft Judah ? Pa- 
piſts agzinſt Proteſtants, and Proteſtants 
ogainlf Papiſts, and they rogether againſt 
zealous W orfhippers, and cxaft walkers 
according to pure and Priminve Inftitu- 
tions? Are not ſome Members of the 
ſame Church, that defire to keep cloſe to 
the Rule, rendred black, while the Sun 
hath looked upon them with ſome malig- 
nant aff and refletions of difplea- 
ſure ?- Yea even the fame Mothers 

dren are angry with them. Yea their own 


ty them not ; Nay, ſome | 
Y "_ Watch: 


| 


$ 1.1 We 


Watchmen are ſo rigid and cenſorious, Song 5. 7. | 


that they find them out, wound them, 
take away their vail from them, expoſe 
the Members of the ſame Church, as if 
they were faCtious, traiterous, or hereti- 
cal, and will hold no communion with 
them that have much charity for them, 
and purſue them with intreaues to beg 
their conſent to walk with them towards 
Heaven, and joyn in God's work for 
winning of Souls ; and alas, they brow- 
beat them, and ſcem to deny thera liber- 
ty to workhip the ſame God, own the 
ſame Bible, or. partake of the ſame com- 
mon Saviour : If this be nor for a lamen- 
tation, what is? Methinks ſome deal 
with their Brethren, as Sau!'s Courtiers 
with honeſt David, 1 Sam. 26.1 g.--They 
have driven me out this day from abidi 
in the Inbertance of the Lord, ſayme, 
ferve other gods : Or,as its, Ezek.11,15, 
Son of Man, thy Brethren, even thy Bre- 
threng be men of thy kinred;& all the houſe 
of Iſrael wholly are they wnto whom the In- 
habitants of Jeruſalem have ſaid,Ger ye far 
from the Lord, unto us is this Land gruen 
in-paſſeſſion, Monopalics are dangerous in 
Sparituals. ., Whar enyy hath excludi 
others btgot in theſe cafes? Lamen 
is the. | Story here in . England of the 
| E 2 haughty 


; 1 
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Mr. cl:Þs haughty carriage of Auſtin the Monk, 

=; and pervlant behaviour of the Britiſh 
Is, 

P+ 13. 


Biſhops, who negleCted to joyn with the 
other upen'private animolities to Preach 
the Goſpel to the Idolatrous Saxons. Au- 
ſtim predicted and menaced, that if they 
would not have 'Peace with their Bre- 
thren, they thould have Wars with their 
Enemies. Shortly after E:be/bert King of 
Northumberland, being a Pagan, went 
with a great Army againſt the City of 
Chefter, (whether animated by Auſtin, + 
God knows) overcame the Britrans, ſlew 
eleven hundred Monks (5. e. perſons re- 
ligiouſly devoted to God) for praying for 
the Brittans, only fifty eſcaped with 
Brockmail Mayor of +Cheſfter. A Spirit 
of mulation in ſo good a work, hath 
alwaies bad Effets; and Pride hath 
dreadful conſequences. Churech-Divifions 
are much to be lamented, and very rare- 
ly iSue without Civil Difſentions.For the = 
Diviſions of Reuben there ought to be 
fad ſcarchings, and heavy thoughts of 
heart. Lord,when ſhall Conſcience-rack- 
ing Oaths be broken ? How long ſhall 
itangling Orders for decency rend the 
bowels  ; thy Church ? When ſhall Subs 
ſcription it's Laws ſuffice? 

I's ſire a matter of lamentarion that the 


Derd J- 


$ 
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Devil caſts the Bone among Profeſling 
Chriſtians, and they fnarl at each other 
aboutit. How long ſhall the pride and 
wrath of men make and blow up that 
ſpark into a flame, that Saran the great 
make-bait caſts among them? When will 
men ſee the hand of Foab is in all this ? 
and diſcern at laſt that among all theſe 
contending Clients, none 1s gainer bur 
thatcommon Barreter ? Lord open mens 
Eyes, heal our bleeding wounds, and 
bring back that antient Chriſtian Spirir 
of Love,and Peace,Charity & Humiticy. 

4.” Once more ; Is there no cauſe tor 
Gods Children tolament after the Lord 
for his return to their Spirits ? Is not 
God much withdrawn from the hearts of 
his People ? If a Child of God fay as 
Sampſon, Twill go out as at other times be- 


fore, and ſhake my felf; But he wiſteth Judg,16. 


not thar the Lord is departed from hiw, 7,, 


When he refle&ts on himſelf & and finds 
it ſo, will he not ſee ſad cauſe to lament ? 
And have not ſome Godly Souls cauſe to 
ſay'as Gideon, Fudg. 6. 13. Ob my Lord, 
if the' Lord be with ns, why then is all 
this befallen us: And x. Yloar all his mi» 
racles which our Fathers told us of! Bur 
now the Lord hath forſaken us: 
1. In poxait of quickening, exciting, 
E 3 and 


| 2Cor, 12. 
7;8. 
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and aftuating their graces : May not 
that ſad complaint be taken up, 1/a.64.7. 
There is none thatcallerh on thy name, that 
ftirreth up brmſelf rorake hold on thee. For 
rhow haſt hid thy face from us, haſt conſu- 
med | Heb. melted] us becauſe of our mi- 
quities. Where iz that flaming love, that 
working faith, Gol grey _ 
hvel that filzal tear, t irit © 
/ w—_ = mind, tender conſci- 
ence, and working affeftions as informer 
days ? It's much to be fearcd there's age+ 
neral decay of grace, or damp. in point 
of exerciſe on the Spirits of living Chri- 
ſtians: it's well if the Bridgroom find not 
even the wiſe Virgins aſleep. | 
2. As to ſtrength and aſliſtance, 
againſt the aflaults of temptation,and outs 
breakings of corruption : many Thorns 
in the fleſh, Meſſengers of Satan do too 
prevalently puſh forwards Gods Children 
to {1n,and they find not his grace (ufhcient 
for-them as ſometimes, but ſtumble, and 
fall, and are broken, ſnared and taken ; 
Yea ſometimes to the breaking of their 
bones,diſhonouring ofGod,ſcar;dalof thei 
profeſſion, and endangering of their pre- 
czous Souls: Oh let nor ſuch thmgs be told 
mm Gath, or publiſhed in Akelon, /eft tbe 
WBCHT CATE Ciſed P balaff ms triumph over God: 
| People, , 
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People, and be hardened in. their ſinful 
2ays. Alas, where ſhall Gods tender Spi- 
rited Children hide their faces when their 
brethren prophane Gods holy Name,and 
men ſhall ſay, Theſe are the People of the 
Lord, and are gone forth out of bi; lang, 
Ezek. 36.20. Theſe are your Praxcift- 
ans, and ſcrupulous Zealots that will nor 
doas pthers;now they ſhew that they are 2 
pack of Hypocrites. This cuts deep, and 
wounds to the heart. 

3. As to communion with God, Gods 
People of old could afſertit with a [ true- 
ly] however carnal -men ſcorn it now, 
1 fob, 1.3.Truly our fellowſbip is with the 
Father, and with. bis Son Sela Chriſt ; 
Not only in that ſecret, eflential tynda- 
mental communion whereby grace - is 
maintained in its being and life, but that 
ſweet, ſenſible, Soul-rereſhing tcllowſhp 
that gives grace its aCtivity, & maintains 
intercourſe betwixt God and the Soul in 
duty . : But alas! have not Gods Chik 
dren cauſe to complain as the Church, 


that God withdraws hirſelt ; She ſeeks Song 3. 1: 
him but finds him not, in publick Ordi- © 5-6 


nances, in ſecret Duties, in communjon of 
Saints, Gods Children complain with Job, 
chap. 2.3. 8. 9. Behold, I goforward, but 
be is not there, and backward, but I cannot 

E 4 perceive 
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perceive bim, &rc. He looks Eaſt, Welt, 
orth, South bur im van ; Tha s 
ſtrange that God who 1s every where 
ſhould be ' found no where-+-but though 
the Child of God be aware of Gods gene- 
ral Omnipreſence, and feel his common 
Providence, yet is not ſatisfied withcurt 
his ſpecial preſence, and gracious, influ 
ence; And mifling this, he hath reaſon 
to larnent after the Lord when he hides 
himſeit. 
4. As to aſſurance, ſettlement and 
comfort ſometimes Gods Children are 
Jeft to a ſad, unſarisfyed and doubting 
frame, full of fears, troubles, jealouſies, 
are much in the dark in point' of ſtate ; 
this is a very general complaint at this 
day. Many bave blurred their evidences 
by ſms,or careleſrieſs,and cannot give any 
diſtinct account how their principks 
are ſtared, what condition their Souls are 
in,are damped and daunted as to their m- 
tzreſt in Chriſt, title tro the promiſes, 
hopes of Heaven ; Have not theſe' great 
cauſe ro lament afterthe Lord ? And fure. 
ly theſe muſt ſay as David, Pſal. 5 1.38'— 
12: Make me to hear joy and pladneſs, 
that the bones which thou haſt broken may 
rejojce ; r:ſtore unto me the joy of thy ſat 
vation, and wphold me with thy" free 
RY:0,! Spirts 2 
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Spirit : O my God ! My Soulis caſt Plal, 45. & 


down within me, one while | argue with 
my own heart, communing,expoſtulating 
challenging, charging my Spirit, and as 
las, ' I can do no good with it, other 
whiles turning me to God, bur ſtill Iam 
reſtleſs, cannot be quier, but am rofſed 


with tempeſts, and not comforted. Well, 1, 


I am determined to look towards Gods 
holy temple, and caſt my ſelf at Gods 
feet in the vertue of that promiſe; Hoſ.6. 
3. Then ſhall we know, if we follow on 
tb know the Lord ; his going forth is pre- 
pared as the morning, and be ſhall come un 
t0 us as the rain, as the latter and former 
rain unto the earth. 
Thus much for the Do&trinal part, and 
theclearing of an objeion. | 
All theApplication I ſhall make of this 
poine ſhall 'only be of Exhorration, to pur 
us all upon this fo ſeaſonable and need- 
ful a duty of lamenting after the Lord ; 
the Ark of the Lord and the Lord of the 
Ark. 
' In proſecuting this,l ſhall do theſe four . 
things. 
1. Propound ſome Motives and Ar- 
guments to preſs this duty upon our Spt- 
Tits, | 
* 2, Diſcover what ſort of  Perfons 
I are 
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are concerned thus to lament after the 


3, Lay before you ſome Helps to 
carry on this work of ſerious lamenting, 

4. Propound ſome Cordials to incous 
rage our, hearts till we overtake the 
Lord. 


1, For Motives to perſuade, prevail 
with our hearts to practice this duty; 
once at laſt ; and indeed it's a very fad 
conſideration that this People of Iſrael 
were twenty. years before they began to 
feel their teet, or come to themlelves, 
'This ſhall be the 

Firſt Argument, That a proteſling 
People may lye long under dreadtul Spw 
ritual judgments without 2 ſenſible Spi- 
nit ; It wasfo with them here, it's well if 
it be not ſo. with us: And this ſenſlefs 
frame is greater evil than any other judgs 
ments. 

Qu. But bow comes it to paſs that 
men may be fo ' long ſenſeleſs and not ls+ 
went offer the Lord all this while ? 

An. 1. From the nature of fn; 
fin is of an hardening, ſtupifying, bruti- 
fying nature, when men fall inco fin, their 
hearts are hardened by it, Heb. 3. 13. 
Sin is of a cold congealing nature, it 


freezeth the Soul, rocketh conſcience a- 


ſleep, © 


( 


| 
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fleepand like the Fiſh Torpedo,that diffy- 
ſeth its benumrming poiſon through the , 
hand,arm,and creeping at laſt to his hearc, 
kills bim; fo doth fan. Ir's not to tell how 
David's ſin rockt him aſleep, and led him 
on to. other {ins, till it indangered his 
Soul's fleeping the ws Ape death. | 

2, From the worldly enjoyments men 
have in room of Ordinances; as the 
tives in Babylon being well ſertled in their 


conveniences, forget God's ntments, 
and Feruſalem comes [ not | into their 
ind, while their enjoyments afford con- 


tentrnent. Yea, though ſome returned, 
they can fleep quialy in their Cieled 
houſes, while the Houſe of God lies waſte, 
Hag 1. 4+ God's Ark is forgatten, when 
mens-private Cheſts are full. Perſonal 
comforts thruſt our ſpiritual , as the Syn 
Beams eat 'out the Kitchin fire, 

3- From the} want of quickening 
Means in the want of Ordinances. W her: 
the Prophets are dead naturally or civil- 
ly, their Monitors to duty: are taken a- 
Way, Pal. 74. 9. We ſce. not our fins; 


there's no more any Propher, neither s 


there any among us that knoweth bow 
long. W hen men want an Haggaz or Ze- 
chariahb, they lie ſtill aflecþ, tor want of 
awakening Helps. 1's Samuel that pro- 


mores 
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motes this lamenting after the Lord. 

4. From the withdrawings of God' 
grace, P/al. 80. 1 8.-- Quicken us, ani we 
will call on thy Name. As long 2s' God 
turns his back on us, we ſhill-be fo far 
from kind!y lamenting-after him,that we 
ſhall curn,goback from kim. My Soul fob 
lowerh hard after thie,P/al.63. 8. How 
comes that to paſs ? why, Thy right band 
wpholdeth 17. "10s God that gives are 
penting heart, .z |amenting Soul.” Oh 
what are we it God leave 'us' to our 
ſelves ! Study theſe caſes of -ſenſleſnef,, 
and ler our Souls be aſhamed. Trembt 
at theſe caulcs,' and their effets; 'bewail 
ſin; ſertle not-n1 worldly injoyments; beg 
quickening helps, and above al, Divine 
grace for our aſſiſtance 'in lamenting a 
ter the Lord, "This is the firſt. 

2. That Go&sProfeſling People may, 
and muſt ſtir up themſelves co lament ab 
rer the Lord. All-men have rational fa- 
culties.Gracious Souls have fptritual Prin- 
ciples , {loth kills both : Selt excitation i 
poſſible, and a furtherance to this lamen- 
tation afrer God. | Men as men have Con- 
ſciences, and Conſcience is the Candle of 


Prov-20+27 the Lord, ſearching all the inward parts 
-» of the belly, by ſcif-refleCtion, diſcover- } 
& ing the want of Godand goodneſs,check- 
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ing for evil, putting on to What is 
if Bl followf i not as far as it Logs 
you wrong it, rebel againſt its Maſter, 
and deprive your ſelves of further helps: 
Contradi& this Preacher in thy boſom 
at thy peril, Means intervene betwixt a 
man's can, and his cannot; if thou canſt 
not move a ſpiritual ſtep, thou muſt move 
a natural ſtep after the Lord; if thou 
canſt rot create a new heart, yet thou Fzek, 18, 
canſt and muſt endeavour to make thee a 3. 
new heart, avd a new ,ſpirit, It thou be 
not able to do God's work, thou mult be 
doing thy own work ; bemoari thy ſelf, 
tell him what an unruly Bullock thou 
art, and defire him to turn thee, and then 
thou ſhalt be turned. Stir up thy ſelf to Jer. 31.18. 
take hold on God. Stir up the Gift of 18:54. 7 
God in thee. Chargethy (elf as Dawid; PRl.64. 9. p 
My Seul,wait thou only upon God. Awake Eph. 5.14; 
theu that ſleepeſt, ariſe from the dead, and 
Chriſt ſhall grue thee lizht. Awakg,awake, 
put on thy ſtrength, ob Zion ! put on thy 
beautiful Garments, ob Jeruſalem ! --ſhake 
tby ſelf from the duſt ;, --looſe thy ſelf from 
the bands of thy neck, ob Captive Daugh- 
ter of Zion! Iſa. 52. 1, 2. Now at laſt 
expedts you ſhould labour to work: 
your hearts to a diſcovery of your miſc- 
ry, the neceflity you have of God, of his 
| | prelency 


1 Sam. 
13, 21. 


Jer. 17.17. 


POL. 22.11, 
Ig. 


+ nebas's Wife thought it not worth the 
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preſence and Ofdinances. You may rouze 
your ſelves to this work, you muſt, andif 
you do, God will help, if nor, yout 
deſtruQtion will be of your ſelves. 

3. This lamenting after the Lord aad 
his Ark hath been the practice, and is the 
true Charafter of God's Children. Eli 
heart trembled for the Ark of God. Phjs 


white to live when the Ark was gore: ! 


will wait on the Lord that bideth his face 
from the houſe of Jacob, and will look for 
himy\ſa. 8. x7. This was when it was 
faid, Bind wy the Teſtimony, ſeal the Law 
among my Diſciples, v. 16, Yea, if you 
would ſeek and find God, ſeek not to fa- 
miliar Spirits--but tothe Law, and to the 
Teſtimony, v.19, 20. For, ſhould not a 
People ſeek unts their God ? Sirs, ſhew 
what you are, and at as you ſeem : If 
you be God's Children, run Sopage? | 
ter your Father ; cry after him, and ſay 
Be not a terrour to me. Yea,why ſhouldel 
thou be as a ſtranger in the Land, and as 
a wayfaring man that turneth aſide to 


tarry for a night ? Lord, art not thou n t 


the midſt of us? We arecalled by thy 
Name, leave ns not, Fer. 14. 8, 9. Be 
wot thou far from me, O Lord, for trouble 
« near, for there is nome to help. _ 
Ww 
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where is that antient ſerious Spirit of 1a+ 
menting after the Lord ? Where are 
thoſe genuine workings of Child-like 
bowels after ſuch a Father? What's be- 
come of that ſighing frame of heart, that 
Spirit of Adoption, that God's Children 
of old were indued with ? I's well if new 
Notions do not drive out that old Spirit 
of lamentation. Shew you are Saints by 
this, as thoſe few declared themſelves 
Sawl's faichful Souldiers whoſe hearts 
God had toucht, followmg him tremb- 
ling, or trembling afrer him. So Ho/.1 1. 
v.10. They ſhall walk after the Lord ; 
be ſhall roar like a Liom, when be ſhall 
roar, then the Children ſhall tremble from 
the Weſt. Obſerve it, God's roaring in 
terrible threatnings or executions, drives 
not God's Children from him,but to him, 
only they come trembling, appealing 
from God to God, from an avenging Ju- 
ſtice offended, to render Mercies through 
the Merits of Jefus. Learn this Myſtery 
an Chriſtian Property. 

4. This is no controverted Point, but 
a granted duty on all hands, I am per- 
ſuading to : Who dare contradi&t it? 
Yea, who dare diſpute ir? Whar excep-+ 
tions can any bring againſt this, of la- 
menting after the Lord ? I challengenny 


Caviller 


1 Sam. 10, 
26. & 13.7. 


Cavillet to-produce any ſhew of reaſdn 
againſt either branch of it z eicher as.to 
the Ordinances of. God, or God. in his 
Ordinances. think all Parties are agreed 
in the Theory. ,. Oh that all were. alſo 
agreed 1n the: practice of this duty ! what- 
ever Giſputes men make about other 
Rules, or Canons of praftice, methinks 
there ſhould be none about this. Let ws 
therefore; as many as be perfe, be thus 
minded, and if in any thing ye be other+ 
wiſe minded, God ſhall reveal twen this 
eo you; nevertheleſs, whereto awe have 
already attained, let us walk by the ſame 
Rate, trt as mind the ſame thing, Phil. 3, 
t5, 16. Whence I diſcern, 1. Thar it's 
a vain przpoſterous thing for perſons to 
ſpend rune in. diſputing about abſtruſe 
and dark Pgints, while they negle& mo- 
mentous and palpable dutzes., 2, The 
only way to get, Unity ih lefs material 
Truths - or Dunes, 3s conſcientious pray 
Fice of what , is. neceſlary and indubiras 
ble. I may truly fay, that nothing is more 
likely to make us cordial Friends; than 
the praftice of the Duty in my Text; 
when Tudah & Iſrael fall a weeping and 
ſeeking the Lord then they - go together, 
How amicable doth converting. 


Jer.$0- 45- make thole that were at deadly and de- 
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ſperate ;. ar Repentance turns the. Mal. 
hearts of ;Parents and, Childreq ta each ON 
5 other. Alas !. cill our taces' be ſer towards 
| theLord,our; backs will beron eachother, 

and we ſhall; ruſh, with, fury | one apa 
anather.;; But if we agree ip this beſt a 
| and obje&, we ſhall agree amonglt aur 
| ſelves; Lamenting) together would clear { 
Ti our Exvlght, and heger an harmony 


[ie all other caſes do 
ef 03 their hearts 
are Kay to owed his dead 
Friend Abner. with ſorrow, and bitterly 
lamented his. dead. San. Abſolom., | The 
of - Fephthab's Daughter 
early lamented her,,..:Yea David much 
Saul (though his Enemy while 
living) and his ſwora Brother Fonathaen, 
| {rg _—_ for Joſiah, and; all 
; men,& Gnging-wamen ſpake 
6/ in” their, lamentations. to : this 
day. whe made them an Ordinance 
in. r.gel, 2 Chron.35.25. And which af. 
ou are-ſo-hard-hearted, bur you would 
hana a dead Friend, or. Brother le 
' Wike. Child Parent ? And canſt 
| find in \thy aura to: ſpend ſome 6d 
departing Lord, or fol- 


ces? 


#8.33-12. {he rexts, for the pleaſant Heldr, for 
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 Wo' be to ſtupid wradies f Shall 
Kdolitfous Micah ery Gut tfret tin Tera: 
im 7 And ſhall we'let the CH 
6d go with" Herite and dry" eye 7'W 
not our God wotth lamenting after? Will 
even careleſs women lanithe dr Taft = 
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fruirfal vitie ? And ſhall not Gots 


vey ou were fenfts } 
ble,you cry any Fehr Has 


7 

Bread to an hungry Sotil, thy Mothet, et 

toe ſuck thoſe breaſts of conſolation: at 

pjting, lmgdiſhing, fiſhing "a 
h, © et ne be nourſhet! to ererriil 

4R. 

6. 1t we latnenr mot after the Lord 
and His Ark, be will go yet further frotl 
66, if tbr torally Rave us. There wih ne 
vet ſuch fy of Gods raking 
way the Candleftick,” and leaving us 
the 1dolarry, ufd Cruelties of Popery, 
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a Spirit of giddineſs to emtertain the me 
ſcnſck(s fopperies, a mincing ſome gral- 
ſer Popiſh rmes by pretended Prote: 
By 5h Inventions coyned in dar- 
ſp", rr wag Courts, 
——_ emonics 3. Was 
TR Cuſtoms defended ; 
of Sympathy wich our luflering 
threg abtoad in that kind 4 attet 
Reformation not ſucteeding — 
Inſtrumerits reſerved, prepared for Scodr- 
depying plots 23 clear as the Sun ; 
PrcterringPapih Tyranny before Chriſts - 
Government; molt debauchery -in ſome 
that ſhould: be beſt ; Popiſh Emiſlaries 


ſwarming ; Popiſh Familics increahng ; 

HoneltMinifter, much laying alide Wez- 

pans, Antidotes 3 fearkeſaels in many, 
of all for ſuch adifpeg- 


, ſarion; umprefſionson many of Changes; 
Freedom of Ordinances. to lay in for a 


—_—_———— profefiors mult paſs 
an Ordeal-Tryal ; judgment beginning 
Pare ry ergy nn 

the hedg, to ven 5 
W incfles in- -Sackcloth 4 


+ muſt be-{lain, the Whare muſt (ir as @/ 


and ſee ne {oſs bf Children ; Ant 
iſt-muſt render himſelf morecoael 


againſt 


[ 68 ] 
inſt the Church: indifferency-of- 
ag tates in the cauſe of Ration, Pali | 
cy for outward fecurity; the compa that 
moſt ſtear by ; Chriſt's -intereſt1s/low'in 
Proteſtant Countries; God's laying them 
under ſevere rebuke 'by his. immediate 
hand; Littlenorice taken of ences, 
tblick faſtings and humiliations, for- 
cor guile of blood- unwiped- oft ;- Such 
chings as theſe ſpeak 'black ſhowrs 'of Pos 
piſh darkneſs and barbarous ſhowrs of 
blood; God almighty preyent, Bur cer- 
rainly rheſe things call tor birter - lament+ 
ing after ctheLord;either to prevent them 
7 = wok our hearts for them, 'of borks 
all 


T7. There 180 Way to bring our Lord, 
of his Ark back tous, but this courſe of la- 
menting after him. God hath withdrawn 
himſe] patpepe to make: 13 follow him 
mournin he ſeems ro ſtand ſtil 
and hear 5 ks we doin this caſe Fer. 
8.6. Thearkened and beard ſaith God, but 
oo eats or ene 
- penn their ting 

ncavtin A AndFor 41.8 wor 
Gedcar car} ne hear perſons bemotr hens: 
ſelves, follow God, defire. the Lord 49 


turn them, and turn ro rhend,./ ſee'whas: | 


I 


= ——— — — 


ths ens. tn A 


[69] 
I; Ephraim #7 dear Sow? Tr be @ 


fart Child; for fince T[pake dh abiſt bin,' 
yo do earneſtly remember him ffill ; thi 


jovans s are troubled for bim} T'will 
hte fr* mercy upon hin faith the Lerds 
doth Garry in 'this caſe as aHoving 


FE Grki provoited'to' Whip of leave 
his ok Oi, looks back on His fob- 
A en-hearred lamenting Child; 
feng, "Rik, wy Child what ails rhe? 
the nivtter with "thee? Whar 
Piney thow ? \Doſt thou wartit-an heart; 
to "Friendſhip"'with 'me ? Doſt 
thou {rhi6#6(6" ſadly 'ufter reconciliation 
wirk tht, and return to thee ''T am glad 
of it;that 'was alt 'I ajmed ar 3 [ have at- 
witied Wine" 'end 5 come; come, _ 
wAecomhe"t&'tre, cbthe my "dear; ni) 


 l»<Chilgjter me wipe'thy* blu 
. checks/"2and kiſs thee” a; lam glad 


my rod andunger work fo kindly, Le 
recurri to'thee with loveand ſweeteſt em- 
m_ Thus doth our Lord return 'with 
kitidnels and mercies,” and 
ary Joy” he had 'not/ caſt them 
There's :no' way probable or roflible to 
bring God or his Ark back but this, and 
ſhall we noe rake this courſe ? It's true its 
a doubrfull and dangerous caſe, we are 
cot certain he will return,bur yet there's 
F 3 May-be 


[76] 
Mey-be, \a.who.can, rollin its We are 
ing: from him, and: fnning 


running 
pon Iyer with. an hard-heart, will un- 


Qoubredly rob; ws (of him, and. ruine us, 
but we+have loſt mare labour tolefs pur- 
therefore 


doth God take ſuch 8) carriage} How 


expects we ſhould be ſenfible of his withs 
drawing, and biuerly lament after him, 
the loſg 


if meri emple» 
Priviledges , God can blaſt the fraits of 
the Hag. 1.9. -————- 


willing isbe to return back to-w! Only. he - 


kh Aa as amp Js a oaQ an ca. acc A a= <a = x — 


Iſa. 3+ 26, 


lay ned to 2 Chron, 
God may 36. 21 
matters 


lene Sabbarks, « 


it upon the 


my 
Hl 


ſhall 
People 
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et 
being dclolme, - 


He-cas tell -how to £ome near 5ou- Ih 2. 4, $- 


7%] 
matters of ſenſe," rhat can make nothing 
of what concerns your Souls. And Ord» 
nances 'of God wilt then be good, when 
ficknels, pain, poverty, death arrelt you : 
Or theſe ſpirxual rhings' will be 

when out of your reach, and you ſhut up 
in the Priſon! of Hell, where there us 
weeping, wailing;and gnaſhing of teeth; 
Pſal--41.''6. When their fudges are 
evertbrowncmn ftony places, they ſhall heav 
my words; for they are ſweet. W hen that 
ſadPlague ofSweartingSickneſs was here in 


—— how much were proud: Nobles 
m ſeeming love with faithtul Minifters ? 
how 'glad were -they of advice fron 
thetn ? the: Ordinances were of more 
worth:than purſes full of gold. God can 
make his Miniſters to. be prized: by the 
prophaneſt Scorners ;' yea, he knows how 
to make a wounding Sword to make' way 
through their bleeding fades, for inftrus 
Ctions to enter the moſt flinty hearts, - as 
Birnard told his ranting Brother.” 

-1.9. How long muſt the Lord wair-for 
your {ſenſible Jamentings ? we are. ſoon 
weary of the yoak, and think it long to 
wander in the wilderneſs : Sometimes we 


Numb. 14. 8re for returning back into «/£gypr, and 


4 with thenall in poſt-haſt for Canaan, as 1/rae! 


V, 40», 


in the Deſert. The captive exile _ 
et 
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eth chat he may be'loofed; that he ſhould' Ia.g1.14 
not die in' the Pit; but then' we would 
break Priſon, and are loth to take God's 
way;/or ſtay God's'time'; this retards-us 
rather than/ quickens 'our': deliverancelt 
God purs us ts our | how 4Jongs] beq 
cauſe we put him to his ſhow longs. 
How ſhall tby var vhoughts lodge Jer. 4 1 
within" 'thee ?' How long will it be 'ere © v7 
you attain to-innocency? 'Ob Jeruſalem ! ,,- _ 
wilt thou" not be made clean ? ore Jer. 13.27 
it once be? 'We were ih) poſt-haſt fora 
Reſticution'many years ago, as Moſes fox + 
Miriam ; Hetal her now, O' God, I beſeech 

thee. God ſaith, If her - Father had Sink ones mw 

ſpit in EEE. ſhemot be aſhamed, © 
even daies?. But our heavenly Father 

hath ſpir inour facei in the .open'fight of 

the world;& we have beenſhur our of his 

houſe well near three times ſeven years:; 

yet alaz,ir's to be fear'd we arenot Evans 
gelically- aſhamed. Abſalow was three 2," 1.28, 
years at Geſhay, and two years at Fernſa- 

lem, ard \aw. not the King's face ;-and 
pretended diffatisfattion therewith. Oh! 

but where's our real longing to enjoy the 

Lord in his Ordinances ? Alas ! it's not 

length of time that will put our hearts 

into frame. i When at laſt will God raiſe 

up-ſome awakening Samuel, ths Oy 

oun 


2 King. 6. 
26, 27» 


' ſayzs Dovid, 1 looked on my vight 


[74] 
ſound! the Alarum in the Eats of ll 
Iſrael? Oh ! when {hall we awake out of 
our long ſep ? when ſhall we te out 
becd of God in his Ordinances ? when 
al our Souls lament efter. God to pure 
poſe ? Surcly it's time to beſtir owr ſelves 
once at laſt. 
+ 10, Can we lament to any el: that 
will or can hear or help us? May nat 
Kings or great ones: ſay as that 
Frog that by 5 Woman, thet- ſa 
; he ſaid, If hy 
CR Cholect thee, whence ſha 1 help 
7 Alas! we we may fay, Truly in vam 
is Salwaries hoyed fir fromthe boils, and 
from the nultutude of Mowuaims. Truly 
in the Lord our God'is the Sabuation of 
Iſradl,'Fer. 9.23. The greateſt Princes 
exits rol. Gd the 
e our Men ;z oo 
confute our carnal confidence in man, 
Surely men of low degree are wanity ( if 
line emietw tals rrp 
and men of bigh are 4 I 
A _ promiſe to help, 
they will) not) our beſt courſe then 1 to 
pour out our hearts before him, and ſay, 
God 4s 4 refuge for us, Selah, Pſal.62.8,9. 
For all Power is God's, wv. 4 1. oy 
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and beheld, but there was no man that 
would know me; refuge failed me ;, no 
man cared for my South, 1 cryed unto thee, 
O Lord, Pſal. 142. 4,5. The Comforter 
that d relieve our Souls is far away. 
There's ,none oy poor Zig, of all 
the Sons whom ſhe hath brovught forth ; 
neicher 1s there any that taketh her by 


the hand of all the Sons that ſhe hath 
brought up, 1/e. 51. 18. As far 8s, our Lam. 4.17. 


Eyes as yet failed for our vain help ; in owr 
watching, we have watched for a Nation 
that Ap yo az. Wearc as Napthals, 
and. have been ſtruggling as fore for 'a 
Maſculine Parlizment , as the Antient 
Primitive Church long travelled for a 
Man-child, a Chriſtian Emperour; we 
had one; they alſo ſtruggled for uniting 
the Proteſtant SubzeAts, and alleviating 
our grievances ; they were broken off by 
_ non We had a ſecond which 
ſec themſelves tg help us ; but the Chil- 
dren were come to the birth, and there 
was no ſtrength to bring forth; all At- 
prov d abortive, fince our Moſes 

and Aaron (by Votes or Diſputes) haye 
ed our caſe, ſought tavour, and 

means of help , our Bricks are 
doubled, Spirits are more inraged, and 
our favour is abborred, and a _ 

W 
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Sword is put into ſome mens h#tdv" to 
execute the Law with more ſeverity and 
is it not rime ro have recourſe r# God? 
We are not permirted ſo much as 'to-pe 
tition 'to men; and make zrrae Tepr6 
fentariory of oor caſe; that way'is bitred, 
and all other doors are lockt up; whit 
elſe can we do but lament afrer the Lord; 


he is able to help, hes willing, and hath 


promiſed. Oh! let's go to our God:/There 
and there only - we may eaſe our heark, 
and find help: Jet us lift upouit Eyes 
'bove the Hills, from whence cometh ovr 
help; Our help cometh from the Lofd which 
made Heaven and *Earth, Pſal. 121. % 

2. Head is;Who are the Perſons, Pev- 
ple, that are'to lament after the Lord? 

[ anſwer 1. 'Graceleſs perſons, thek 
have the greateſt reaſon to lament after 
the Ordinances of God, and the Godof 
Ordinances ; For alas, theſe poor Souls 
are without Chriſt, being Aliens from the 
common wealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers from 
the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, 
and without God in the world, Epb. 2. 
12. Ah'poor linners what will become of 

ou if you live and dye without God? 
ou had better be without money, trades, 
credir, caſe; houſe relations, cloaths;meat, 
every thing all things in the world, then 

without God, what will your lives or 
all 


— 
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any thing advantage you without God ? 
Alas! bave you lived thus long in the 
world without an intereſt in Goa ! How 
know you but death 1s at the next.door ? 
And what will you do in the day of vili- 
tation,, and in the deſolation that ſhall 
come from far ? To whom will ye fie 
farhelp, and where will ye leave your 

lory ?, Iſai- 10. 3, 4 Without me* 
Git God they ſhall bow down under the 

riſoners ?& they ſhall fall under the (lain: 
Wo to yOu, it death the King of terrours 
meet you, and God the King of heaven 
be not on your fide : What a woful 
cale was Sau] in when the Philitins 
were upon him and God was departed 


from him ? Oh when ficknels, diſeaſes, 1 Sam.28. 
death, thy own conſcience: make war a- '5 


gainſt thee, and thou baſt no God to flee 
to what a ſad caſe wilt thou be in ? Alas 
friends, eſtate, . honours or all.that the 
world can do for. thee willbe inſignificant: 
If thou ive and dye, without God, thou 
muſt be for ever baniſhed from him : 
And how canſt thou, in an ordinary way 
expect ro-haye relation to God without 
the means of his appointment for obtain- 
ing that end ? "The Ark of the covenant 
1s the way of covenanting- the preaching 


of the Goſpelis tho door of faith, ſaving , 


faith 


Rom. 10. 


4+ 


[78] : 
2 Cor. 4.3. faith ( by which the Soul is iritituled1s 
God ) comes by hearing, and it -owr 
Goſpel be hid 1t ts hid to them that aro 
loft : Little reaſon have the mad-frantick 
world, to rejoyce over the {lain witneſſes 
Rev.11.10. to make , and fend gifts ane 9 
' another becatſe theſe Prophets tormented 
them, 5. e. would not let them go quietly 
to Hell, but would be jogging them out 
of rheir ſecurity, and ſummoning them to 
repentance. No, no, their departure, may 
Ezek. 2.10. be like EzekiePs book, written withm and 
without with lamenration and mourning 
Ezck. 3-25, and wo : Ah poor Soul ! God ſeems to 
ſtop Miniſters mouths, and faith, thou 
Gen. 6. 3. hedle moe be to him a reprover, my Spirit 
ſhall ftrive no more with them, feed t 
Zech. 11.9 no more; that that dyeth, let it dye, and 
that that is robe cut off, let it be cur off, 
9. 4. I will concera my felfno further «- 
bout them, they- not my Coun- 
ſels, and ſlept away the day of grace and 
refufed the calls of God,now they ſhall be 
iven up, as 2 branch cur off from the 
Free, ie it no more, but take it 
oo demanding re 
15-2, Never fruit grow on 1 ors 
— for ever. Or Kkerhe Hollies Vi 
. of the Jewiſh Church, Take awey the 
IG-$5-9- bydge thereof, break down the ſtowe =_ 
| g 


32.8 
it waſt, it ſhall not be d, wot 
FO ut fl come Site and 
thorns, 1 will alſo command tht Cloud; 
that they rain to rain pon it. And have 
ren caufs to rejoyce in rhis ? Is ir not 
tather, ground of the greateſt lamenta- 
fariot, us a prologue, and pledge of datt;- 
mrion, and a token of reze&tion ? Will 
any bur Mad men tejoyce at the ap- 
pn of calatnity, upon thetnſelves ? 
wilt any bur frantick Bedlams rri- 
utaph that thoſe ate gone thar ſtopt rhe 
from _—_ itito a pir,fife, or that Kept 
ther from! daſhing our their own Brains? 
We thitik thoſe young Meri fools that 
are glad their patents are dead that re- 
ſtrained their vicious courſes. If carril 
meris eyes were open to Know the advan- 
age of a powerful Mititty, or pure 
inafces,they would lay it to heatt ag 
the dreadfulleſt evil that ever befel thetn 
and lantehc after the Lord withi bitter cry} 
for the retvtn of the Means of Grace ; 
And fay, © Lord, is light gone, and my 
Soul bf fill tn darkneſs ? is life gone, and 
1 dead fil? Are means of Spies p* 
ted, and mwy Soul left amece/ſuty 0 
is ? Many wr Miniſters thed 
fot the : Oh what prayers to God / what 
beſeechings of me to be reconciled to 
God ! But I regarded not ; a 
e 


i] 4 


heſe embaſladours of peace are called - 


ome, or have their mouths ſtopt, what 
can-I now expeCt but a Proclamation of 
war ! Lord have mercy on me, and ſend 
thoſe men of God to knock again at my 
door, and [I hope I ſhall give th*m and 
their meſla betrer entertainment, 
Thug carnal Perſons ſhould fay ; Bur a- 
las ſuch as moſt need, do often leaſt re- 
gard theſe things, G2d knows , and af- 
ter twenty, years lying in the grave we 
may fear they will not hl! believe, 
tho. we ſhoyld ariſe from the dead; 
And if after all "this, there be little 
or no, hopes of theſe laying this mart- 
ter to heart I will rura me to another 
ſort. 
2. Ye gracious Souls, lament you af- 
ter the Lord, though 1/rae/ play the har» 


lat yet let not Fudab offend ; 1 20ugh, 


wicked men will not underſtand nor lay 
any thing to heart, yet ler Gods People, 
his Children lay, to their hearts the diſ- 
pleaſure of God and with bitter cries la- 
ment after , their departing father : Oh 
that it could be ſaid in this caſe. as Gods 
own teſtimony is, Hof. 11. 12. Ephraim 
compaſſeeh me about with lies ( pretend- 
ing to worſhip God, when they intend 
nothing leſs ) nd rhe houſe of Iſrael ws 

cets 
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deceit, cheating men, thinking to deceive 
God, himſelf ) but Faudab yer ruleth 
with God, ( 5. e. keeps up his intereſt at 
the throne of grace and prevails with me) 
and. is faithful with the Saints (in poing 
of communion and repute, or with the 
moſt holy : Marg. Oh blefled Fudab ! 
but doth nor Gobe Fudab need ſtirring 
up to lament after the Lord ! Alas! 
how ſenſeleſs,and {lack are the beſt hearts 
in this work ! Who would have once 
imagined that ſuch aSpirit of worldlineſs, 
ſecurity neutrality would have (cized on 
Gods own Children ? Ah friends ! Can 
you let God depart either from your ſpi- 
rits. or from the Aſſemblies of his People 
and not ſtir up your ſelyes to take hold 
of him.? Who would have thought that 
God himſelf or the tokens of his preſence 
ſhould go from you without weeping 
eyes, or mournful complaints ? Who 
muſt hold him if you will not ? Who 
muſt fetch him back if you will not fol- 
low him, and call after him : You that 
have intereſt in him : You that have gi- 
yen up your ſelves to him:You that have 
had ſweet experience of his preſence ; 
And now pretend more love to him 
than any. elſe ; You that he hath drawn 
with cords of Love, will not you lament 

G after 
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after him ? Have not youſome reaſon to 
lay, as ſhe Hof. 2. '7. I will go, and 
return to my firſt buzhand, for then it was 
betrer with me then now, Eſpecially con 
ſidermng how he hath hedged your way 
with hewn thorns, diſappointed you in 
your overtaking your other lovers : have 
not , your Souls' | grown lean, and 
ready to famiſh in other wayes ? 
Have you not in all this time diſcerned 
ſome difference berwixt the pure and 
wholſom waters of the Sanftuary, and 
the impure puddle-water of mens Tra- 
ditions ? Yea, have you nor to your coſt 
diſcerned ſome difference - by your dear 
bought experience betwixt the powerful 
Ordinances, and the very ſame or like 
thereto formally, heartleſly, lifeleſly car- 
ryed on ? Tell me, deat ingenuouſly arid 
candidly in the caſe ; Have nor” your 
Souls been ready to pine for want 'of 
proviſion? Yea, have you not been 
tempted to foath ſome diſhes handed to 
you by blind or Slovenly Cooks ? Have 
you not been in _ danger to be rockta- 
erp by ſuch Truths' 'as ſhould have a; 
wakt you, and would, if faithfully man- 
naged ? Have you not been forced to 


Ezek, 34: Eat that which ſdme have trodden under 


19, 


their feet, | and to drink that which ſome 
men 
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men bave fouled with their feet? Alas, 
Sirs ! Whatever others. have, haye not 
you ſome reaſon to lament with kaly Da- 
vid, Oh God thou art my God, early will 1 Pal.53.1,2; 
ſerk thee : My Soul thirſteth far thee, my X 
fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and thir- 
þby land, where no water is, to ſee thy po- 
wer and thy glory ſoas Thaveſeen thee in 
the Santuary : Oh my Lord, time hath 
been that my Soul hath been, Grisfyed as 
with marrow and fatneſs, and my doubts 
refolved, graces quickened, luſts diſcove- 
red, weakened in thine Ordinances, ſo 
thar I could truely fay in my' own experi- 
ence, God was in ther ot a truth + But 
alas for this long time matters have been 
otherwaſe; I:have atcended ( as judged } 
in obedience” td thy;command, and-have 
ſomerimes mer with aiery notions or ſap- 
leſs tuff; or mixture of errours, or ſuck _ 
complemdriting with God in-a dry forma- 
lity, that-mtchanks my ſoul x dryed with 
thus light faod ; 1. have reaſon to lay the 


+ blame upors my ſelf , and charge, my 


own unprofitable heart as the proper 

cauſe, but Oh my Lord, L long for-an 

heart+Searching, ſtare-diſtinguiſhing, fin- 

rebuking word, Oh when ſhall my Soul 

injoy heart-meking Ordinances ! Thou 

that KI} to the end, ani dof 
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uſe to work converſion, conſolation, con- 
fiemation, by | moſt oper probable in- 


pive ſuitable means of grace, 
þby the means; Ob Lord, revive 
thy work "#m the widſt of the' years, mm the 
midſt of the years make known, m wrath 
remember mercy: Let all thy Children ſay, 


3. You that are young, of the ri 
Generation, that are coming up, 
coming on,- in the rooms of your An- 
ceſtors, it - becomes/you to lament after 
the Lord-and his: Ark ; be it known to 
you, thar- your” Predeceflors Piety will 
not be- your Sanftuary-or Security. You 
may pieces your ſelves with | being the 
Children of the- Church, but rhnnk: nor 
to ſay within your ſelves, We bave Abra- 
-ham to our Father; for God is nor'bound 
to you ; you may. be Children of | the 


J-0-04 . Ry xonn 
116.25. Devil, and way be' aaſt-into._ Hell under 


_ of your own, & perſonal, as well as a for-\ 


for themſelves, and are not A 
: t 


that title : - Nogno, you muſt have a Faith 


deral relation to God. It's 

what Age Children are to ſtand on their 

own leggs for perſonal Faith, at five, or 

ſeven, or ten, or twelve; to be ſure, at 
of diſcretion,when they can difcern 

berwite good and evil, they are to chuſ 


. . 
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heir Parents bottom any longer , how- 
ever they may improve-their Parents Co- 
venant. Bur, oh you young perſons ! be- 
in betimes to cry after :your-Father : 
God loves to be followed '(as with. the 
Hoſanna's once, 10) with: the ſmall voice, 
and to-be'held with 'the lictle hands of 
young Children : 'T'ry: what you can do 
with him ; fay not, you necd' hum nor, 
you-cannor fer up without him,you can- 
not live ſafely without him.3/ and I am 
ſure you are undone if you die without 
relation to him, and you may die youn 
Oh then make ſure af God,. you-are cal 
_ him from the womb; ſay <o him, 
art my God from my Mothers belly, P&al. 22. to. 
ſo ſha# you be a ſeed to ſerve bim, and ſhall "- 39- 
accounted to the Lord for a generation. 
What an advantage” will it be when 
Father and Mother forſake you,{(by pg, .,. 
are Fear yd ng” AY 1 have @ :* yr I 
to take you up. 1 hath been your pg, 11, », 
truſt from your youth, he will not caſt 5,17, 18. 
you off in old Age-: \<nan.as" Oe 
from God, all your younger daics, wit 
what (confidence can you lament after 
him «ham (7% May he not ſay, Go to 
the pods luſts which you have fer- 
ved, gratified# you come but to me for a 
reſerve, with ſelf-ends, and becauſe you 
G 3 can 


. [36] 


luſts with a: young and wilt foot, 
cena bin febow with aſlow, 
Snails-pace ; 1a! lirdle of this lamenting 
more carly,. had been more acceptable ; 
Irs-an hard venture ( if, you ; now.g9 
laughing in the Devil's ways) whether 
you' be cordial in lamenting after God 
in Old Age, and fo whether the Lord 
will entertain you: | And as you would 
God. Thy Teftimonies, faith David 
'* Þ caken 65.4% heritage for ever. O. bleſſed 


ap Oh preciqus Patrimorty ! beg 
Us it, . be not -content without it 
. ver: ather Inheritance you 'have, 
' Plal, 44413. lay, Lord, mine Ears beve heard; our 
' ©. 1. Fathers have told ww," what work' the 
| didft im their, daies,| in the times of Old, 

What, Providences were produted-.to if 

ſettle Ordinances?; - What excellent, 

erful, heart- warming, Preaching they 

3) bow God' widnght wonders.on 

Confkciences by! his Ward | and : Spirit; 

What pure /Warlſbip-they had, ; Commuy 

wn of Sinn; arhollon Difopling; 9a 
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[97] 
what ſweet intercourſe. with. thy ſelf in 
all; now Lord, thou haſt 'threatned, in 

rt executed this Spiritual 'P of the 
amine. of 'chy; Word,//obſtructing and 
obſcuring Ordinances;-and thy harid is 
ſtill upor'us; thy end-is not attained : 
ug yr threaten to darken our Heaven, 
rocally to put our- our | Lights, and 
thy ſelf ſeems to menace the removing of 
the Candleſtick ; ſtop, O'Lord ! execute 
notthy whole diſpleaſure. Alas! ſhall 
we be that curſed Generation that muſt 
dgain be involved in worſe than e-£gyp- 
tian darkneſs? Alas! who ſhall | live 
when God doth this ? God forbid that 
we ſhould out-live this-bright Sun-ſhine 
of the Goſpel, thar we |d not be 
Heirs of our Fathers ſpiritual Priviledges, 
2s well as earthly Patrimotties. Oh! when 
theſe are:loſt, we muſt fadly-figh and fay, 
Whar have our Forefarhers doing 
that they have deptived us of the Means 
of our'Souls ? Muſt they and we 
meet it Hell? they for non-mprovement, 
we for rnomwenjoyment ?-'Woe is us ! cur- 
ſed Children; of curfed Parents ! Lord,if 
we have not or plenrp et us have 
the Goſpel of Peace and true Piety; the 
Goſpel of Grace; and Grace by the Gob 
pel, and thine ſhall ſay, © 764 Lines ave PlAl.15.6. 
W G 4 fallen 


ſ . 
[88] 

_ to us in pleaſant places, "we have @ | 

gooe? Heritage. 

Aged perſons,and houſholders; ; you 
FG. ts have reaſon to lament af- 
ter the Lord of the Ark, and the Ark of 
the Lord,that the Waters of the Sanctus 

y run both with a clear and ſtrong 
"Fer to your Families and Poſterity. 
Alas! we that have tour fk have been 
Inftruments to propagate filth, and guile, 
and wrath to or Offpr 4 _—_— 
can we dow hath fake ? Burf 
the Lord would be our God, he hath 

omiſed to be the God of our Seed,,God 
bid we ſhould intail a Curſe on our 
Poſterity, and give them occaſion tocurſe 
us toall eternity. What unworthy Pa. 
rents are thoſe tha: have fain:Eftares left 
them, and by their Prodigality leave their 
Children ” rs or — artery But 
oh ! how: ONE deprive 
our Poſterity of this G cy? at 
will be both their jr gate own. 
' Lord, ſuffer us not to go off the Stage-in 
a ſnuff, and leave fſuch-a ſtmk behind us: 
Better we had never been born,” than to 
fry and blaze in Hell flames, we and ow 
poor Children bundled uf in Faggots 
gether. God thinks to. do fog = 
rents and their Seed ti the Bond 
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[39] 
Covenant. Oh Lord ! we are reſolved to 
follow after thee for the ſure mercies of 
David : Be thou our God, and we ſhall 
have better hopes for our Seed. - O re-: 
member that word, I/a.5 9.21.4: for me, 
this is my Covenant with them, ſaith the 
Lord, my Spirit that is upon thee, and my 
words which 1 have put m thy mayth. ſhall 
not depart ont of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the mouth 
thy Seeds Seed, ſaith the Lord, from hence- 
foes and forever. This rn full and 
ſatisfying : 1. Thy Spirit ſhall be 1 
me wad rakes in $A cation D. Thy 
words in my mouth, and Childrens 
mouths in profeflion, ſolemn Worſhi 
. They ſhall not depart from my Seeds 
to many Generations. 4. No, not 
for ever. 5. God, even Fehbovahb under- 
takes this. 6. 11's through Chriſt the Re- 
deemer that's come” to... Son. 7. It's a 
new Covenant-mercy. 8. It doth con- 
cern all Converts, and ſuch as rurn from 
tranſgreſſian in Facob; and am not I 
one of theſe? My dear Lord, make thou 
this word good to meand mine,thou that 
liveſt for ever and ever. I ſhall live in my 
Poſterity, when I- ſhall be here no more, 
let the Goſpel-mcflage ſurvive me, and 
the Goſpel-grace live in them when I am 
Fer] gone, 


Gen.17.18, 


Joel 1-13. 


[99] 
gotic, Oh! cut not off thy kindneſs from 
my Sced ; let not them that follow me be 
deprived of that which I have found 
much ſweetneſs in. O. that _ may 
live in thy ſight | What will become of 
ſach as are in (in, if they waat , 
means of | Canviftion and Converſion ? 
"There's much ado to awake the 
Conſciences of . our | dead Poſterny 
under quickening Ordinances, Oh ! what 
then will become of theſe, when ſach 
helps are gone? How can I endure tq 
ſe or foreſee the deſtrution of my own 
bowels? Oh ! it cuts me to the heart ta 
think of the damning of any,much more 
my own/fleſh. Lord prevent; | will pray 
in hope, live _—_ die in hopes of the 
continuance of Goſpel-Privil 

5: Miniſters muſt make it their work 
to-lamenr after. the Lord; You, you are 
the: iPerſons. mainly - concerned ; You 
maſt ſoundianalarum, ts awake otbers ; 
youare appointed by the Lord as Inſtru- 
ments to carry. on'this work ; and if ever 
God do-return,he will excite his Servants 
to quicken themſelves and others to this 
work, as Samuel here ; Gird yourſelves 
and lament, ye Priefts, bowl, ye Mon 
of the Altar, come lye all night inſack- 


cloth ye Miniſters of my God. : Yea let the 
Prieſts , 


EE Tiff. 


Py [gr ] 


Prieſts, the Miniſters -of the Lord, weep Joel 2.17, 


þetween the mn P Alrar, and let 
them ſay; Spare thy. People, O Lord, aud 
give not thine heritage -to reprogeh,thas 
the beathey ſbould rule wer them, where- 
fore ſbould they ſay among the People, Where 
5s their God? Alas my brethren | have you 
been ſo leng caſt out of Gods publick 
Work and Worſhip, eyen wenty long 
pork and have you not ye learned to 
t * ſhall our Maſter caſhier us his 
ſervice, and not judg us warthy to blow 
our triumpets of Rams hoens, break 4 pit- 
cher, or hold the lamps for bim ? Su 
be 1s very fore provoked, ſhall 1 fay, 
three Shepherds he cur off in one month); 
nay near three thouſand in-one day.'And 
bath drawn our his wrath a great nk, 
and is there no 'fault in us ?. Yes, cer- 
tainly our Father would not have ſpit in 
our Ges or poured contempt upon us 
upon us peculiarly, but he-bath found 
great fault in us; he hath doubileſs ſeen 
much-amils wm vus.: He doth not uſe to 
Gongle our a ſort of men to ſhoot his ar- 
rows at, without faule } we cannot excuſe 
inſtruments, but cerraanly we have de- 
ſerved all this at God's hands; is not God 
puniſhing ./E//s bauſe for the iniquity 
he knoweth of ?; Let us my Brethren, deal 
faithfully and impartially with our L_ 
or 


Joſh. 6.8, 


Zech. I 1.8, 


x Sam. 7: 


[92] 

before God and the world, caſt the firſt 
ſtone 'at our ſelves, ar laſt juſtify the” 
Lord-by taking ſhame 'to our ſelves. 
Hath'God fet- us' in this office only to 
tell othersof their faults ? Have we not 
reaſon to call to remembrance our own 
faults this day ? Lhope ſuch as are truly 
gracious have made this refleftion many 
times ; Nor is this my preſent work to 
rake in this dirty Channel ; only it bes 
comes us to enquire why God hath 
made us contemptible and-baſe before all 
the People, Adal. 2.1--9. My preſent 
work is to quicken our lamenting after 
the Lord, that if it be poflible we may 
fetch him again. I may fay as Mol. 1.9. 

And now, I pray you, beſeech God that 
will be gracions wnto us. T'tis hath been by 
your means.Q it's well if our People have 
not reaſon to ſay ſo of cheir Miniſters 
(howbeit ſincereRepentance will notmake 
men throw it off themſelves by laying it 
on others) but we may ſadly eccho, Ya, 
yes, it hath been by our means, we have 
px out our es, by the Thief we 
lodged therein; We having obſcured 
our glory by (inning ; We have robbed 
our People of the Ark, aud expoſed them 
ro Seduftion and deſtruction by the abo- 
mination that have been found amongſt 
us. 


. Y 


[93] 
us. Let us fall cloſe ro our work of Prea- 


ching, reforming, praying, calling God. 
in;zwho knows but it we mourn-to our 


People: but they may lament ? Our was, Mat. 11.17, 


tery cyes may affect Peoples hard hearts; 
If the Fiſhers moury and ſuch as caſt ag- 


gles into brooks lament, our People will 1%. 19.8. 


be moved, & God will hear our univerſal 
cry; ard awake for us. Some will needs 
have our wearing black to import our 
mourning ; If ſo, [let us- not be Hyp' 

crites, - but lament indeed, ny hy 
Some obſerve, that: People are much 
formed after the preaching, examples, 
difpofitions of their - Teachers ;/, Bur 
it's to be feared they'l ſooner dance after 
our wanton Pipes, ; then-mourn after our 
pious Elegies : But God forbid, the blame 
or blenuſh ſhould proceed from us : How- 
ever.for Ziow's let us not hold our 


peace and for Feruſalems fake let us not 
reſt uatil the righteouſneſs thereof go 


forth | as brightneſs, and the Salvation 
thereof us a Lamp that burneth, 1/@4,,62. 


” 8+ For God ſaith, wer. 6, 7. -Ihave et 


wetch-men upon thy walls, ObJerulalem 
which ſhall never hold their peace, ” 4 nor 
night ; Ye'that make mention of the 
Lord, keep ' not filence and give 
him no reſt, till he eftabliſh = 


: SV 
[94] 
he” trake PEN praiſe in the 
0G. Ma | 
riate, 'rau prom. fir moment e" I's 


nbt-a work below them, though they 
may think it a work above wr 


Monitors to mighty-Primces, An inconfi- 
defable Page' «A up Philip King 'of 
Macedon with this Alatum ; 
Sir, yok ate 4 man.' Danieſ's 'Counlel was 
featbnable ſhe wiſheth' it may be accep- 
table) 'to the Babjlotian Monarch; ts 
breakc off his ſins by righteouſnck, and his 
miquities by ſhe mercy tothe poor, 
i it mijghr be a of his tran- 
quilliey;s Dan 427. God gives Feremiab 
; to fay tothe King, and to 
Jer. 13-18. the Cee —_ on} ſeboes ; fit down. 
It's not un the greiiteſl Princes 
to adore at the Foorftgcl of the King-of 
"Tis prophelied 'of 'the Goſpet 


Church, had K; King ty ll Ne AeinT 

Fathers,and Dntens 

Tr ntooxex. Sp They 
- cb; ha thee wth their face) t6- 

neg Earth, &c; Which u to'bs 

underſtood not in a literal, Popiſh ſenſe; 


of a civil ſubjeftion of their Power to 
the proud Uſurpations of that Manuf 


17: a ] 
Rome, but a voluntary reſignation of all 
to the grear Fehoveh, and Oe bleſſed Jes 
fas ; an endervaluing their carthly Ho- 
nours in compariſon of ſpiritual Privi 
ledges ; as Conffantine the Great, and 
Theodofitts, who ed he would rather 
be'as Member 'of Chriſt, than Head of 
the Empire. It's not below Majeſty on 
Earth to lament after the God of Heaven. 
David, Aſa, {eboſaphat, and Hezekiab 
followed the Lord with cares & prayers; 
fears and tears, . and how doth ap> 

ve and applaud that' tender-hearted 
ofiab, 2. Chron. 34-27,2.8. Becauſe thine 
art was tender,and how didſt humble thy 
ſelf before God, when thou heardeſ® bi 
words againſt this place, and againſt 
Inhabitants thereof, and humbledft thy ſelf 
before me; and didft rend thy cloaths, and 
weep before me (mark the outward to- 
kens of inward forrow ) I have even 


beard thee alſo, ſaith. the Lord. And when 2 Chron. 


Foſiab's Grandfather, Manaſſes, was un- 
ruly, God took a courſe ro humble him, 
and ſet him a following God by hearry 
prayer, and great humiliatrons : -*Bac 


when his Father Ammon, and his Sop 2 Chron. 
Zedekiah did not walk in theſe mournful 33+ 23» 24- 


ſteps' of penitent lamentings after the 
Lord, God took another = 
them, 


C.36.12,13» 


{ 96] * 
them, andcut them off. Yea, Gud hath 


brought Heathen Kings upon their knees, 
to lament. after God fn the beſt manner 


they could ; as-the King of Nineveh, 
7Zonah- 3. 5,6. and Gad took it wellyv.z 0. 
Yea, this outward humiliation prevented 
Abab's teraporal deſtruftion, 1 King.21. 
27, 29. And when God threatned Re- 
boboam by Sbiſhak's Invaſion, and She- 
maiah's Communarion, the Princes of 1- 
reed, and the King humbled themſelves, 
and faid, The Lord is righteous, 2. Chron, 
'12. 6, 7+ And God faith, I will not de- 
ftroy them, but grant them ſome delroe 
rance, or for a luthe while. Much more if 
Princes and Nobles be {inacere in humi- 
lations for fin, and lamentations after the 
Lord, and univerſal Reformations : Oh 
what mercy doth the, Lord reſerve for 
ſuch! Thus in the daies of Ezra, Nebe- 
miah,S& Eſther: The Inftances are nume- 
rous and pregnant. Oh that God would 
ſtir up the hearts of the Governours of 
his People, to ſay, Surely we and our 
People bave frrponed the Lord againſt us. 
Yee, 'tis well f our hands haye not beca 
chict in the treſpaſs. Oh that, as we have 
been exewplary in finning, we might be 
exemplary in our repentings z as We 


have driven God from us a Poop 
[0] 


OO naw” XY maT THROAT? 
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0 we might be the firſt -to fetch him 
back agam. God forbid that we ſhould 
ſay with Pharaoh, Who is the Lord? or 
refuſe to let the Servants of the Lord to 
go.and ſerve him according to Scripture- 
Rules, though they. may differ from us 
m ſome modes of Worfhip. Yea, it's 
fit the Governours of Fudah ſhould ſay 
in their hearts, The Inhabitants of Jeru; 
falem ſhall be my ſtrength in the Lord of 


Hoſts their God, . Theſe, theſe are the 2 King, 14. 
Chariots and Horſe-men of [/rael, as once 14- 


a King faid of 2 Prophet. God forbid 
we ſhould arm or animate ſome Prote- 
ſtants againſt their Brethren, while Pa- 
piſts are putting us on, and warming 
—_— by the fire of _ own kind- 
ling ; and when they ſpy their oppor- 
_ will ſnatch 4 oth the Cocks 
they have (et & fighting, . and writhe off 
their Necks, and feaſt on them. Let's 
rather improve our utmoſt Intereſt ta 
make them- Friends, and beſpeak their 
joyat-prayers for us.. And fince weneed 
the Lord, and his Appointments as well 
as others, as rauch as the meaneſt of our 

jets, let us allo follow the Lord 
with bitter crys and lamentations : The 


Prances digged the Well, the Nobles of the Numb. 2+; 
People digged is, by ;the direflion of the "1118: 


Law 


[98] 
Law-gioer with their Staves. Why any 
not we alſo work hard in theſe Sacred 
Wells of Ordinances? and then 
out, Spring =p, O Well! And then 

r on others, ſaying, Sing ye unto it # 
May we alſo pats through this Valley of 

Pal. 84.6, Bacah (or weeping) and make a Well? 
The Rain alſo filleth the Fools ; [| Bene- 
difionibus amicietur Dottor] or Teachers 
ſhall be clothed with bleſſings. And fo 
this Valley of Bacab, will be a Valley of 
Berachah, our ſpeaking comfortably to 

2 Chron, thoſe laborious Levites rhat teach the 

39.22 pood knowledge of the Lord, will reach 
their bearts, and {> we ſhall bring upon 
our ſelves the bleſſing of them that were 
ready to periſh: Yea, may call chem up 
hither into ick ip, and 
them to the People in the fulneſs of the 
blefling of the Goſpel of Peace. We, 
even we have need of Ordinances as well 
as others ; we have i et minds, ſtub» 
born wills, luſts, violent rempta- 

Neh. 2.5, tions; and of all forts of perſons, Nobles 
are moſt unwilling to put their Necks to 
the work of the Ford We have grea- 
ter hinderances in the way to Heaven, 
and therefore need better helps than 

others. Oh ! let it never be hid. of as, 
that when the poor are but ignorant. 


| 
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the Lord;that we, the Great 
men arid Gentlemen, that' know much 
indeed; but do leſs for God, nay more a+ 
pn thar we ſhould al | 

the Y oak; and burſt the : 
Our Intereſt is greater, -and Influence 
moreaypan others, therefore our fin of 
neglect will be roue, and Account 
heavier. - Lord, let us have Means of 
Grace, 'and Grace by Means : Be thou 
our Portion in this, and another World , 
or of all-men we ſhall be moſt miſerable; 
our lofs will be more dreadful, our tors 
ments more intollerable; as we read of 
one "of our own degree in Sacred Writ, 
that in this World wag'clothed in Purple, 
and fine Linnen, and fared 


found in Hell, and being in t 
was denied one drop of Water to 
his Tongue. Oh Lord ! ſuffer us not 
to riot and rant it here, and be caſt out 
from thy preſence hereafter ; bur let us 
lament after thee now, that we may ever- 
latingly enjoy thee. 
We Lat Chrifban Churches, Congre- 
_ and | Socjeties lament after the 
. Our deareſt Lord ſeems ro depart 
toni theſe! Oh that onch at laſt we 
H 2 could 


Souls, foolith, ard know not the way of Jer. 5.4% 
men,Noble». * 


| every day, bur in the other World was 23, 24- 


[109] 

could diſcerr the ſad Symptoras | of his 
Removal! This is the Pals in'the Text, 

I _— - Cn Iſrael co Mizpeb, 

v.6.amd 1 together to Mizpeh, 

and. drew => deb ears i out before 

the Lord, and faſted on that day--Why 

., . ,, they metinAezpeb, whether becauſe $4+ 
Ee G4 i fawel judged 1jracl there, or cit bad an 
lac, Altar orplace of Prayer, I ſhall not dif- 
pute : Or what this drawing out Water 

was, whether it was the Water of Trad, 

or a Ceremony uſed at ſach Solemnities, 

or. Water of penitential tears, which is 


their Eyes, betokened and accompanied 
their aflefted and aftcftionate hearts 
running after the Lord ; one while 
mourning for the fins that baniſhed him 


and with a y cager heart breath 

in prayers 2" ny This — 
praftice, Fadg. 2.1--5. Where an Angel 
of the -Lord doth 1, Reckon up God's 
kindnefles to them; 2. Their duty to 
God ; 3. Their ill requital gf God by 
diſobedience ; 4 God's diſpleaſure n+ 
gainſt them ; upon which the People lift 
up their voice ant! wept; and ſo great 
was that weeping, that the recei 

its title from it; they call the cam of 


moſt likely : Theſe tears running from | 


another laying to heart their loſs of him, 


—_— 


=” 
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that place Bothimn, i. ce. Weepers ; they 
were, baptized in their.own tears : Oh ! 
cryed they, ohe- to another, Brother, 
Neighbaur, do.not you hear theſe heavy 
Tydings? God is angry 4 the Almighty 
commenceth 4 Syit againſt us ; he hath 
ſeat a Summons t9, us, drewn up. an lay 
ditment againſt us ; who is ab!e to cons. 
tend with. him? We. are-conſcious to 
our ſelves_that we are guilty, deeply 
guilty ; 'we deſerve vo be forſaken, of 
God, for we have forſaken' him : Thus 
they logkt at one another with grieved 
hearts, ſeeing others weep, ' they, fell. a 
weeping, and cryed bitterly-with an har- 
monioug.out-cry, Lord come,come again, 
leave us not into the hands of theſe cur- 
ſed Canganites, who bear, g mortal grudg 
again(k ys ; a bicter and haſty.Nation, a 
Peo;le cruel 'and skilful to deſtroy. Ano+ 
ther Inſtance: you have in Exod. 33. 1--6, 
where God chides them, ſeems to diſown 
them, as if they were not hus People, bur 


' Moſes's; tells them, he will ſend an An- 


gel, but/he will noz go with. them, for 
they are 3 ſtifi-necked . The Text 


ſaich, When the People heard theſe evil 
Tidings, they mourged, no man put og 
him hs Ocnaments. - Alas! alas! fay 
they, doth God,rake his leaye ? will he 
| -" 


3 


[102] 
depart; ind;not go with us, bur fubſti 
depart, go Rau þ 
an Angel m bis 'reom ?' Whar can 'an 
Angel do }"Can'#n Angel bear our mair 


ners, forgive our fins, "and ſupply our 
wants ? No, no, all the Angels in Hea- 
ven cannot do that: for us that we need : 
An Angel of the Lord may do much in 
g and deſtroying our enemies, de- 
ing us, burwe arc conſcions to our 
ſelves that we are a rebelliovs People, 
have a ftift Neck thar none cart break or 
bow bur God ; and though it's a fearful 
thing to fall imo the hands ofa fin-re 
venging Judge, * yet there's ſome incou- 
rigement if 'we' have in the midft of uz 
a covenanted God, yet, yet we have 
hopes thou wilt be a tender-hearted F 
ther. Lard,'we follow thee nuked,quite 
— rb tones agate late guilt 
ath made us naked as to defence, and 
we make our ſelves naked as ro Orni« 
nents, and have-ns manner of excuſe 
or our wicked «& ; Whip us, O Lord, 
upon the bare, bar-forſake us not. We 
broke off our” EariRings to make a 
den Calf; now we pur off -the of 
oor garments.as not 'warthy of one ragg, 
und forfeiting all our- mercies : How- 
ever, our ine/Artire ſhall go, we will 
ftrip our ſelves in-an holy revenge, -thar 
1 : having 


ps hems. 2. 
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[103] 
baving put off our cloths, we may fol” 
low the faſter after thee with {:ghs and 
tears. Oh that we could alſo pur off our 
fins with our garments, and fo put on 
the Lord Jeſus. 

Bur this is that I urge, that Chriſtians 
in their Societies and Aſſemblies do una- 
nimouſly, focially joyn together to lament 
afrer the Lord. God is greatly to be fear- 
ed in the aſſembly of the Saints, and to 
be had in reverence of all them that are 
abour him, Pal. 89. 7, Let Chriſtians 

ovoke one another to this love of God : 

t them bring ſpurs to quicken ; Yea 
let them ſhoar up one another by mutual 
Supports in this holy purſiir of God, with 
prayers and tears, as Iron ſharpens tron, 
ſo let us ſharpen one another, taking each 
other by the hand ; Let us every one 
call his neighbour under the vine and un- 
der the Fig-tree; As Philip found Natha- 
nel under the Fig-tree and tells him the 
joyful ridings of Meſſiah ; Let Perſons in 
the ſame family get together in Gods ſo- 
lemn Worſhip, and lament after the Lord; 
Husbands apart, and Wives apart ; Chil- 
dren a rt, and Servants .and ſome- 
umes all together;let familics & neighbor 
houſes get together, & humble Os. 14 
and lay, Coma npigdhonny "God is gone 

| + 


or 


Zech. 3.10. 


Joh. 3. 4% 
43. 
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(104) 
ar going, let ws lift up our voices, hards 
and bois ther b ferch bin back: 
Alas ! We have go abour otr 
Farms, Oxen, Sheey rogether, 
ſhall we not at laſt, in to converſe 
with each other as Chri ? We have 
drunk ſhots feaſted, played, been ſinfully 
merry to herand'h our ſins baniſhed 
God, and ſhall we find no time to mourn 
for our ſims and lament after the Lord to- 
gether ? Let Villages, Towns, and Cities 

ther into aſſemblies, and Chriſtfan 
ieties, and do as thoſe Zech. 8. 21, 
The inhabitants of one City ſhall go to ano- 
ther [ not ſtay till they come to them J 
ſaying [ they are not dumb images, but 


for itrothe place of Gods Solemn Wor- 
ſhip Ipeedih, alas, we haveput off ſuch 
exerciſes too long, till God be almoſt paſt 
calling back] to pray before the Lord| not 
to ſuch a City, to buy and ell, and 
Fr in] and to ſeek the Lord of hoſts. 
Alas We have loſt him, him who is the 
: - _ woo _— 
againſt us.) 1 wi alſo,! ;.e. Iwi 
—x upon no other wack chen I will log 
dertake my ſelf; I will contribute my 
beſt aſſiſtance to further this ſo good a 


ively monitors ) let ws go[ ers Travel - 


| 


| 
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[195] 

God and flaming charity to each others, 
a5 when mien are converted, they will 
draw others ro God in his Worſhip, and 
give « lively le of it in practice: 
Ohz. But this praQtice is uncouth, this - 
path is untrod few it uſe in the 
place where we live, we ſhall be laughed 
to ſcorn for our labour. Its Anſwered 
Ver. 2.2. Tea many —_ and frog Na- 
tions ſhall come to ſeek the Lord of hoſts in 
Jeruſalem, and to pg before him. God 
CR mulriplyConverts and fo take 
off the ſcandal of pauciry of Worſhipers; 
it's not a few giddy headed, factious Spi- 
rits, but it's Nations, many and ſtrong, 
Nations rich and potent. Gentile Converts 
flock like Pong to the _— aw by 
compadt arid frand, but) by 1ar ope- 
ng theSpirit in the Miniſtry of the 
Word, People of Divers lan r great 
diſtance;The ſameSpirir afts in all Goſpel- 
vi to flock toGod in Ordinan- 
ces"; Yea warlike Nations, and Iſlands afar 
oft,una ble or invincible by men, 
ſhall be conquered by rhe Goſpel ; as 
'ris faid of Britain | Romanis inace[ſa, 
Chrifto vero Subdita | though the Romans 
could ſcarce come to it, yet our Lord 
oa. raed need not Sec, 
'00d company 3 Yea your may 


EV 


[106] ; 


br _ + Want of a 

it ve Some 
lights == = yagi 4 wh: ne called 
out of their retirements and alittle 
ſouffed, - might ſhine bright in the 


Church. 

0%. But alas, I am a perſan of weak 
gifts,Cannot. lament after the Lord in any 
locieties, canbe of no uſe, but a burden? 

> Fnſ. Thou needeſt help ſo much the 
more ;, Hence the Text faith- wer. 2.3, 
That ten men ſhell take hold of the shirs 
of bins that is a Few ; -Like little Chil- 

en that are not able to goof themſelves, 
afraid to fall, will get hold. of the hem 
of their Fathers garment, to bold- them 
up from falling, and ſtrengthen them to 
walk more ſecurely, or to dire him in 
a way that he hath not known. Sincers 
praſclites will look after communion of 
| Saints, 
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| 


| 
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[107] 

in the Golpel the firſt day, Phil. 3.: 
5. And there's great advantage by it, for 
Solomon faith, Two” are better then one; 
Eecl, 4. 9,10,1 1. Which be Illuſtrates 
there in ſeveral caſes, which I muſt net} 
inlarge '-ypon ; But *tis certdin, you 
may find great help in communion of 
Saints. | 

Burt _ ſhall I you. they are 
Saints, or fit to joyn Wi I maybe 
deived and willed ine -ways of cr- 
roar 

Anſ. We have heard that God us 


with you, with his Apoſtles by ftrange 
les, holineſs in con» 
of God 


fluences and convictions of the Spirit,rhat 
this is indeed rhe way of God. Jam there- 
fore reſolved to inquire after God-in it, 
andjoyn with then) that travel in it hea- 
venwards : Thus much for the ſecond 
head; who are the Perſons concerned in 
this work. 

2: Another Head is the helps and fur» 


[108] 
therances -in this lamenting aſter. the 
Lord. 'What courſe ſhall we take both to''/ 
perform this duty aright, and to obtain 
what we lament after, viz. cither the 
ns of Ordinances, of the Ordinances of 
? 

Here I might repeat what was men- 
toned in the Explication, by way. of In: 
ſtruftion : As, , 

1. They were inclined after the Lard. 
It were well if poor Sinners would but 
ſtop their vain career, ſtand ſtill, pauſe 
upon it, bethink themſelves, have 4 ten- 
dency Gad-wards ; this is the/firſt ſtep 
to Repentance.'/Set Fer. 8. 6. 

2. Settled after. the Lord. - Oh that 
CERES 

| eir were well axed, 

for God ! as our Sa- 

Luk.s, 51. vigour, that tetifatly ſer his face to go to 
Feruſalem; or ns Paul, Afts 21.194) 1 

-3- Congregatcd, gathered, wniired to- 
Mix 250 to go! in band-after the {| 
Lord, Zeph. 2. 1. Gather yow : ſelves to- 
gether, yea gather together, O: Nation net 

WNP calle defired ! Gather your ſelves by murual 

| Etta WP accommodation, and (incere r \ 

| þ4/a,1.C. to get under thewing of God,zsChickens 
emrrante under the Hen, or (as the alluſion/in-that 

Text'is) that ye be not as Chaſbrhac is 
bak ditlipated 


m_ey © 


bs: 

+ y the wind, 4* 2. for there's 
an affinity in the words ; fincere Repeny 
rance unites to God and his People. 

4. Groaned, complained, ed 
themſelyes after the Lord, as Iſrael, Fer. 
31,18. I hbave ſurely beard Ephraim 
bemoaning himſelf : Oh that I ſhould by 
my fin forfeit God's preſence, and for {in 
loſe it ! how miſerabie am 1 in this fo 
fad and aſtoniſhing loſs ! 

F- They cryed, called after the Lord, 
by earneſt ſupplication, expoltulatian ; 
and it becomes a Child to follow his Mo- 


. ther with bitter ovt;crys to ferch her 


back, Fer. 31. 9. They. ſhall come with 
weeping, and with [upplications will I lead 
them, Marg. with tavours, . (fo the word 
C227 1 {ignites | from: JJ) naar 
tas, gratificatus, doluit) Thar's the beſt 
Prayer that flows from; love; and follows 
God with grief and tears from an carneſt 

will to God, without outward con» 

aint, and (laviſh fear, 

6. They betook themſelves to the 
Lord by Faith, Repentance, Reforina- 
tion, Oh what efficacy is in this courſe ! 
Fudg. 10.13. God faith, 1 will delryer 

uo wore, but bids them cry. unto 


Som whom had choſen, v. 24- 


For they had cryed tothe Lord, 14 


- 


fr1o] 


nd confeſſed fin, God ſe pereinp- 
roty in rd plain 
force their con and opplicaticn; 


and withal added Reformation, wi 6, 


They put away from 
TITLE 
| vers 


foch a frame as that? 6. 26,12, O Lord 
er God, orber Loyds befides thee have had 
domme over us, but by thee only will 


[x11] 

Theſe are the. Duties | implied. in the. 
Text ſpread before you, required of us 
all in this World, work of lamenting af- 
ter the Lord. 

But ro help our hearts to, and in the 
due performance of theſe required Duties, 
1 ſhall propound fome qualifications,as fo 
many Directions to carry on this work; 
ſucceſsfully. 

I. See to your State and Principles ; 
except you be related ro. God, . you'l not 
lament after bin nor be much concern'd 
about bim, or his Ark, whether going or 
coming. - Relation is the Foundation of 
Aﬀe&ion, A Child will cry after his own 
Father: Now God is not our Father 
ſince the Fall, till Regeneration make « 
real, and tion a relative change of 
our State; and when we; baye received, 
the Spirit of ; Adoption, then, never till, 
then, ſhall we cry, Abba, Father, Rom. 
8. 15. They only will cry afrer God 
that hich, fear him, honour him, as 
a Father, with. a filial AﬀeCtion, and they 
only ſhall be entertained by him; as for 
others, he owns their out-crys no more 
than the howlings of a Dog. Oh there- 
fore examine: your State God-wards/ 


\ 


(112]: 

aWakimned your Conſciences, - conv inked 
you of your undone _—_ by Nature) 
transformed you by the of 
your Minds, tranſlated you our of gark- 
neſs into light ? deal farhully with your 
Souls in this caſe; you come into the 
World with' your backs turned upon 
God, and you will never lament afrer 
him without a turn : Yea naturally 
there's an enmity and antipathy in our 
heatrs to God and his waies. Hath God 
cruſhed and uered that, and planted 
© Principles in you, to incline you to 
tum ? if yet you find not a Divine Na- 
ture, a new Nature begot in you, flatter 
niot your ſelves, you will run far- 
- hk lament after him: 
On Souls be chiefly concerned for 
this firſt, thien for the reſt. Union pre» 
cedes Commimiont A res] Title is ante> 
cedent to laying Claimt A Principle of 
Grace is before an aCtual exerciſe of it * 
There muſt be life,before there can beany 
_—_— or nutrition by food. I have no 
ilng with graceleſs Souls 

_— after God, till they have liſt 


Tram pany, or nl cn 
ich is infigmficant. Oh 
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[1:14] 
ou find the Lord as formerly, be thanks 
|; if orherwiſe, be hulmbied, and las 
ment after him. It's ro be feared, that 
if you be obſervant diſcerning Chriſtians, 
ou'l yet find out more than hitherrs 
CS been mentioned, both demonſtra- 
tions of God's remove, and Prognoſticks 
of future removes, The moſt excellent 
and eminent Servants of God pluckr a+ 
way by dearh from amongſt us, and God 
faich, are taken away from the evil 
to come,I[a. 5 7-11. The Spirit. of Giddi- 
neſi, Atheifn and 1dolsrry ſpreading at, 
a ſtrange rate; beyond all. paralle]. Orher 
things I mighs- mention, . but. I leave 
them to. your inquiry : Only there's one 
Text methinks is aſtoniſhing, Zech.1 1.8, 
Three Shepherd: alſo I cut off in one month, 
and my Soul loathed them, and' their Soul 
alſo abhorred me. 1t's one of the ſaddeſt 
words in all the Bible, Whether they 
were or bad Shepherds that were 
cut ob, it's dreadful that it hath no bet- 
ter efledt than mutual abhorrency. Oh 
that this were not our caſe! We he uns 
der woful fruits of God's loathing us,and 
it's well if men do not loath ham. A $pi 
rie of on t Godlineſt i the 
fruit of Divine dereliffion, which pro* 
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(625) ” 
Flags Hence he adds, v. 9. Then ſad 
I, I will not feed you, that _s arg 
it die," and that that is cut off, let it be 
car off, and let the reſt eat every one the 
fleſh of another, They ſhall have no 
al Pl to feed —_— ; that's 
Sr Plague which fell on the Jews 
ing Criſt They ſhall devour 
ae unorher with us rage and malice, 
as in ſeditions, conſpiracies, or in their 
of food by the terrible Famine. 
Thus the Jews were deſtroyed in Feru- 
ſolem's miſerable Rutn: The like Prog 
nolticks are upon us. Lord prevent the 
fame cffetts, and awake our hearts to uſe 
God's appointed Mcans for prevention: 
3- Make diligent inquiry into the 
Reaſon of our preſent and approaching 
calamities. Is there not & cauſe ? 
; vargane* pI rang. oy duſt, new 


ther doth trouble [j 0 ce rnd 1a 4 


Sin is the Mother and Nurſe of ſorrow. Is 

not God bringing our iniquities upon kh 
Doth nor our own wickedneſs correct 
us, and our backſliding reprove us ? 


reds i Rod fy, 75 wg an 29m 2. 196 


arrays things unto thee 
then FF 0 pk e, it is bner 
caiiſe it reacberh aded thine heart, 


CT: ind 5 


Paccatis no- weak tA 
ſunt Barbath 


\ [i 16] * 
"out Conſcjences & Converſations ? 'Is if 
not T'tharſhut our: Maniftersy >the good 
Woman (ajd, Ibroke my LS puta 
pride, umteachabletieſs] 

with formality; ape ot, cm 
ſurmps and uncharitabl 
war| lineks;tiy and luk ments 
vam glory and mindleſneſs'of&Gods glory 
and my Souls eternal good ; theſe, theſe 
made all the excluding; baniſhing, fining 
Laws'\that ever camd$-out #- 

_ s- Servants; ''Pheſe' c 

broken: all ufſerblics, ſca 


our :Verance: our fins are our ene« 
maes {tron wy hanids-of our-friends 
!-Ir's my owii iniquity that 
hath brought us, ſer back a 
hatin, hobo lotak wget 
bfour enemies ; Nor is it the Sins of pros 


| fane, bur, vrofeliors, Of the Rack phov be | 


gar us we have been wnmindſu!, and for- 

rotten God that formed ws, Deut.32. 18, 
1 91 Therefore, when the Lord ſaw 4h 

abborred us, becauſe £0 

” Sons and of bs "of tp > hon wt re 

ed/ingratitude, rebe dams 

ing, our {ins- have reached' to heaven; 


totes J are-ynparalle['d. 
We my fay as Den, 9, 12. Under the 
| aus . 


,armed all the Officers, retarded | 
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(147) 
Whole heaven bath no: been done, as hath 
bet dons upon. us : It's . well it we have 
not reaſon to add allo. ver. 13. Thgg.al 
bhis ei} is come upon us, yet male we not 
our-priyer'! [ Heb. intreated the face) be- 
fore the Lord our God, that we might. 
turn: fromour iniquities and underſtand 
thy trugh: Irs true, we have prayed, bur 
ts well if we have ſo. prayed... Is not the 
accurſed thing ta. be found amongſt us 
ta-this day? We.have been long inthe 
re, but are | we cleanſed ? Alas, alas, 
y.not-that ſad complaint and charge 
be-brought.in againſt us, as in Fer,.6. 
28,29, 39. They ate" griev1us revol- 
ters, walking with Slanders, braſs and.1- 
ron, they.,are.oll corrupters, the. Bellows 
re burnt, the Lead 1s conſumed of the fire; 
the Founder meizeth in vain, for the wick-, 
ed are nas. plucked away, Regrobate Silver 
ſhall men call tpern, becauſe the Lord bath 
rejetted them.. Oh. that thys were not our 
cale, - and-that (Character alſo given of 
that. proteiling people, Fer. 9.3--7. But 
Liballleave Chriſtians to this heart-ſearck- 


" ing work, beſeechigg, requiring 'and: 


charging all;perſons to- deal faithfully 
with their own Souls; find out the Achar 
that troubles the Camp, fone it; Caſt 


lotsito. ad the Fonah that raiſeth this 


tempelt, . calt it "pom, conn 


(118) | 
who knows but we ſhall have a caltn ? 
Sep your hearts ſenſible of the evil 
of God's departure from us: Otherwiſe 
will not think it worth rhe while to 
time in lamenting after him : Come 
to an heart, an houſe, a ſociety, a congre» 
tion, or the nation,and make inquiry, is 
od there 2 If it be anſwered, no, be's 
| in whole or in part, what's then 
thar's good } Surely if God 8% 
all goes , and all evil comes, 
z Chron. 1 5.3.-6, Now for a long [caſa 
Ifrazl had' been withour the true God, 
and without a teaching Prieſt, and with- 
oat Law [whether this was under 
hoam, and his Succeſſors, or ſome other 
time] and in thoſe times therewas no 
peace to him that went out, nor 
to him that came in, but great 
vexations were upon all the inbabanents 
of the Countreys...For God did vex 
them with all adverſity. Mark it, when 
God goes, all evil comes. They that 
were without the true, pure, publick 
niſtry, to teach publickly, plainly 
powerfully, but had in their Maggs / 
Prophets, lying Rabbins, or 
Loyterers, and it may be the People lo- 
ved tohaveirt ſo. No - ts © 
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[149] 
Civil Di Forein Invaſions, Eccle 

faſtical Difſentions, all things goirg ta 

wrack, ſerting up one Ruler agauſt ano- 

ther, ſo joyning in Parties, F. Yung 

barbarous crueltics, imbroyling all in 

contentions, imbruing their hands in one 

anothers blood : When God goes he 

breaks down the bedg of his proteRing Plal.3o.12, 
vidence, fo that the Boar out of the 73: 

ood walts his Vineyard:Then it's eaten Ia.gs. 6,7, 
up, trodden down, it {ball not be pruned 

nor digged, but there comes up Briars & 

Thorns, yes he commands 'the clouds 

that they rain no rain upon it; what then 

become of it ! | Surely + the incloſed 

ard of the Church ſoon becomes a 

wild Common of barbarous Infidels : 

en God removes his Candles , dark- 

neſs comes, but when he removes Candle- Rev: 2. 5. 
Qicks alſo, Mabowet fills up the room : 

The famous Churches are a dread- 

ful inſtance : If the ſun ſet, night comes 

on: If the King be abſent, what Court 

can be kep:?If Chriſt ſtay not where's the 

Church ? If God ſhould leave his glorious 

manſion in heaven z It would inſtantly 

became a dark dungeon of hell :- Yea if 


God depart from a People as a friend, he 


cowes againſt them as a+ dreadful foe : 
If he go away he tears as a Lion;* con Hil. 5. 14, 
I 4 \umes 


[2g 
fumes as a Moth: "IF he tide his Face'in 
Love, he comes in wrath, "and fury 
ſlay them, Fer. 33: 5. Saul was in a wo- 


"ful plighr when God was departed from 


him, and the Philiftins were © upon "him 
Yea, it God depart the "Devil 'comes. 
When the good Spirit went' from'Sawd, 
an evil Spirit from the Lord troubled,ror- 
mented him, 1 Sam. 16. 14, 2 3:"S4 
tan was from God, as framing his'na- 
rure,' commiſſionating him 'to puniſh 
Saul, but his wickedneſs 'and maligni 

in hs defigns and aftings from himſelf”: 
Oh how glad is the Devil ro take up that 
toom that God leaves? *truly *then faith 
the Lord, Hof. 9. 12. Tea woe alſo to 
them,when I de _ them "There's a 
wo of finning, and ſoftering attends God's 
departure : Whither will not men' run 
when God forſakes rhem ? If the hand 
withdraw, the ſtaff falls; if the glaf 


without foot be not held up, it falls, and 


- breaks, and the liquor Spills, theyery 
beſt man is no-more dayly, but'as the 
Lord makes him : Sampſon, David, Peter, 
will fall if God go : Much more they 
that haye no hold of God, or God of 
them in a covenant-way, they'l nor ſtop 
tili they commence at the height of Sin 
and fall into the depth of Hell !Hoſ.g. _ 
J 
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[£21]; 
My God' will caſt them away becauſe 
they" did not bearken to him : Hol. 7. 19. 
Woe unto them, for they have fled from me, 
yea deſtruttion to them, becauſe thay have 
franſgrefſed againſt me: Yea everlaſting de- 
fruttion from the pa of the Lord and 
rom the of his power. 2. Theſ. $.-9. 
Arg _ ds feed with % this 
weſhould lament after the Lord :' We 
have reaſon to tremble, leſt it prove aur 
caſe, + and . removing his ordinances is a 
great ſtep to all ths : And if we knew 
what it meant, we ſhould with old El 
have trembling hearts for the Ark of God, 
1. Sam. 4. 13. 

5. Study the advantages and benehir 
of having God preſent with'us ; as fear 
of evil is one motive to avoid it ; fo a 
delire of the contrary good, adds wings 
in ſeeking earneſtly tor ir, When God 
goes, all good goes : So: when God re- 
turns or continues with a People, they 
enjoy all good, inward, outward. The 
People that have God with them, have a 
ſtrong Guard to defend them, a wiſe 
Guide to dire& them, rich Grace to ſup- 
ply them, high Honour to advance them, 
full Reſt to content them, an. abundant 
Reward in the enjoyment of hum: They 
haye enough, they need no more, Happy 
# 
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c the P e God is 
t Logge whe God is the Lord: Liar 


s , that yu 
_ 46. is admirable tho for hes 


. 


I. She builds conhdence 
hag) x an ena any 

8 will not - we. fear though tha 

be removed, &c. Yea, ſhe hands 


word repeated, » T1. The 
1 65 with ws, "7h, , ne” wht 


. Selah. Andi God be for w,wha 
can be againſt us? Rom. 8. 31, Who 
would not follow. after ſuch a God with 
prayers, tears, groans, and hearty la- 
mentatu0ns, that he would return to 41 
continue with us? Oh! who 
not have an hand is brioging back the 
Ring, ſuch a King as by his preſence 
can make us truly and eternally happy 2 
Sec what it is to have God with us, I. 
42.13, 14, 15, 16, Yea, it becomes 
every one to ſtudy the uſcfulneſs of 
God's Qrdinances, that their hearts may 
ve ingaged to, and inlarged io lament- 
ang atter the Ordinances of God ? Both 
theſe are larger Subjedts than I can pro- 
lecute, to cxplain the advantages com- 

| 0g 
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th, apery preſent help an trouble; 
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to them. Surely that's preventing kind- 

veſs: But when it hath left forne 1wpref- 

Gons on hearts, forme M h upon the 598 5 5: 

handles of the Lock, fach ſhould, yea 

will lament after him, when he's 

as the Church did : For fach have taſted 

how good the Lord is, and look on the 

Ordinances as their Heritage and higheſt 

Priviledge. Oh that you knew what 

helps Ordinances are to promote God's 

ng Path, Res in begetting and 

mcrea ith, Repentance, Love, new 

Ce EN wy may Roth fr | 
w we ma r 2 Cor.3.18. | 

- God, and be Cened into his ” 

Image ; that Glaſs in which we we Jam-1.24- 


% 
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the face-of our Souls, ' and . be humbled 
and aſhamed : Here you may bave your 
doubts reſolved, fears diſperſed, hears 
 fatighed, graces quickened, -tellowſhip 
with God promoted, - our Squls prepa+» 
red for. Heaven. Oh-that your eyes -were 
opened to. ſec the inecellity,  excellency, 
utility of God's Ordinances! 1am very 
confident, that it your Souls: be as new 
born Babes, you will defire afcer. the 
Gincere Milk of the Word, it; ſo be-ye 
have taſted that. the. Lord 1s gracious, 
1. Pet. 2. 2 3. As for-others that, want 
ſpiritual like and [light to diſcover and 
feel the marrow of Ordinances, no won- 
der it they {light or deſpiſe both the Ap- 
pointments themſelves, and- ſuch as long 
for-thern, and lament the want of them; 
and therefore I urge this, that you leara 
by your-.own experience the ſweetnels 
and advantage of enjoying the preſence 
of Godin the Ordinances of God. 

/ 6. Get and maintain, publick Spirits. 
Oh take heed of private Spirits, to look 
only after your- own . concerns, and 
worldly Intereſts ! "This hath been the 
Ruine of the Chugch, and,Aalſo of parti- 
cular perſons at laſt, Hag. 1. 4+ 1s # tae 
for'youw QO ye! to davell im your cieled 
Houſes, and this Houſe the waſte? there- 
' fore 


— 
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fore» ye have ſown much, and bring it 
bitte, 9.4,” You think-to ſecure your per- 
ſonal and domeſtical comforts with neg- 
lect of my- concernments,. but 1 will 
croſs you in that-which coriterns you, 
becauſe you ; are-heedleſs in what con- 
cerns.me. Onthe contrary, David:con- 
cern'd himſe!f abour God's Houſe, and 
God built his Houſe, 3 Sam: 7 /2+-11, 
$9 true 15 that of our Saviour, that who- 
ſoever EI Sing 


whoſoever will loſe bis life for my ſake ſball Mat. 16.27. 


fd it. - Self-ſeeking w1the way to ſelf; 
undoing ; ſelt-denying is the. only. way 
to ſelb-advancing :. Scripture and . Expe- 
Tience —_— this. Well-then, my advice 
is, ou chiefly mind the Intereſt of 
aArpat f in-the World and putas. great 

an accent on this in your prayers, as if it 
were your own "caſe ;” and ©1ndeed it 18 
your own : Your little Boat hangs on the 
eat Ship ; bur-alljudge nor fo, rhere- 
ore there are- few--lamenters: after the 
Lord : But it you would- look on Zion's 
caſe as your own, - and ſo carry it as 
having yours really involved in-that bot- 
tom, : would be both an belp and ſpur 
in your lamentings. The more. gracious 
perſons have been, the more have they 
forgot themſelves, -to - tkink-- on :- the 
Church, 
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Devil, or World. .1 ſhould make « Fweet 
give old for new, if 1 


Oh that I had but gone as Nets 198 
Heathens Primer, we are "i ſuns. 
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were ſet forward? Surely if all the Ped 


is og Fog 


' thitr fan, and will 1btal.their 


Pial. 34-15 


work,what mercy. were it! prayer is need- 

ful at all times, in. Ul cats, but much 

more. now; If any thing fetch .back a 

departing God, * uid b 0 nogRng 

prayer, .2. Chron. 7. 14. if my Boop 

which are called by my Name, ſhall hun 
Arun 

4, 


ble themſelves, and prey, 
will Thear fi x 208g alſoara 
Tom md will f 
.,Xou 
-mcnt, 


and. turn from ther . ic 


ſerthe-duty;,Y he incourageme 


noct I; | 
the Throne of Grace. ;. . when, ;they; are, 


ſhut our from petitigping men,| they. may: 

be admitted <p Court of Heaven, and 

the /Lord's Ears ace ſtill open to, their. 

cry. I ſhould-think the Spirit of Prayet 

tg be the. beſt, roken for good to ys, * 
% - W 


| (129] 
wilt prepare their . beart, thou wilt cauſe . 
thine Ear to bear, Plal. 10.17. Moſes Exod, 34 
beſoaght the 'Lord, and. rhe Lord ſeems 10, 11. 

as bound falt by hs prayer; Let me 

alone, faith God... The People here in- | 
| treat Samwel, not to ceaſe to cry to the 1 Sam. 7.6, 
Lord for them 5 and he did pray,and you 
ſee the ifſue. Oh that'we could not ons 

ly pray; but lift a prayer for the 

- 019:44 that's eh G24 return to 2 King. 19. 
} us, 7 muſt be upon the wings of ſuch + 
an advanced Prayer. When Sennache- 2 Chron. 
| 556 had ent Rabſhakeh to blaſpheme 3% 19,20. 
God, the Texr faith,. For this cauſe He- 

zekiabs }be' Kmg, and the Prophet I{aiah, 

the Sow""of Amor, prayeul, and cryed to 

Heaven. 'For this cauſe: If any thing 

will quicken , God's Children to. Prayer, 

ſurely ir-will : be the difhonour: cf their 
Farherj-they would got 'an{wer thern, 
| but complain ro God ; this was then,and 
' 


is tif;: 4he, moſt effeftual © courſe tr 
ſpeed." 'W hen © Nebermiah was to make 
roqueſt to'a great King, he faich, Then Nh. 2.4; 
j projed'? rovþe Gad of Heaven. ic was an 
1 <zaculatory' Prayer, for" be ſpoke it nor, 
yer\ ir was'iefectual ; he thought if by 
Prayet he 1gould move the main wheel, 
bvweday move, - This is a way 
{er awork all ——_ Caules, Indeed 
we 
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we have no other means in proſped ; let 
us betake our ſclyes' to this ſpiritual Ar- 
mour, for Prayers and "Tears are the 
Church's Weapons , Epbeſ. 6. 18, 19. 
Praying alwaies with all Prayer and Sup- 
plication im the Spirit, and watching there- 
unto with all perſeverance and ſnpplication 
for all Saints, and for me, that utterance 
way be proven unto me, that 1 may 

wy mouth boldly to make known the 
ftery of the Gofpek This is our caſe, we 
beg our Peoples Prayers for our reſtitu- 
tion. Oh that Minifters and People 
could ſtrive (or be in an Agony) roge- 
ther in their mutual Prayers to God 
each other! If you could P—_—_ 
and berrer, we ſhould come the ſooner, 
and with a greater bleſſing, even im the 
fulneſs.of the blefling of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ; and for your encouragement to 
pray for us, we hope we can. truly fay, 
as Heb. 13.-18. Pray for ws, for we truſs 
we have a good conſcience in all 7; 
willing to lroe honeſtly, Thoagh we tut- 
fer as evi-doers, and are reptoached as 
factious, feditious, ſchiſmatical ; as Paul 


was accounted an Apoſtate, an-enemy to . 


the Law ; but we carry- our ſelves as 
Subjets, as Miniſters, living orderly in 
our places, giving none offence, ſo that 
none 


| 


[131] 
none can challenge us in any thing fave 
in the matters of our God, and in that 
they muſt excuſe us, if we cannot in all 
things ſee with their Eyes, nor ſwallow 
down ſuch Oaths, Subſcriptions, as ſome 
dare, whom we judge not, but are afraid 
of nothing {6 much as fin ; and as for our 
Preaching to you, though prohibited by 
men, 'it's our obligation to duty : For, 
woe be to us it we Preach not the Goſpel. 
Zeal for God's glory, and love to your 
Souls;'that expoſeth us. to all. theſe cen» 
ſures and oppolitions ; it is for your ſakes 
that we bear all: theſe aftronts, and will 
not-you pray for us ? Surely your ſelves 
are in our work; we are Con- 
tent-to endure all for the Goſpels ſake; 
we ask-nothing of you but your enter- 
rainmment of our Meſſage and Prayers for 
our perſons; we ſpend our time, and 

and lungs for you; will not 

you pray for us ? If God help us, will 
Not ith: turn to your advantage ? 
Your Prayers will return into your own 
boſorhs. 1. We have been ferving almoſt 
three A nikbips in our divorcement 
from Publick Places and -Imployments, 
yet our : God hath not forſaken us, but 
ſecured our Perſons, and ſome Liberties; 
he hath delivered us, doth, and will de- 
7 K 2 liver 
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dam, vit. 
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hver us,/ 2 Cor.;1. 0, 11, 12. Tox alſo 
belpmg tugether mu prayer for ms, that for 
the gift beftowed upon ns by the means of 
many perſons, thanks nay be gioen 

many on our behaif ; for cur 'rejoye1 2 
this, the teftumor,y of our conſcience, &c. 
Having obramed help of God,” we'-con- 
rinue to this day at great uncertainties; 
as Melanthen laid | Ego jam: ſum bi, 
De bemeficid, quadraginta annes, & nun- 
qaum porus dicere, aut certus ofſe, me per 


_ ham ſeptimanam manſurum eſ/e.| So we 


may ſay, wehave connmed, by Divine 
bounty and care of us rwenty years, and 
conld never ſay affuredly, nor upon wy 
probable grounds, that we ſhould ab! 

60eweek to an end © Much of this may 
be-aforibed to the efleftual Prayers-ot the 
Church, as a mean under God, ' Who 
cam tt] but ina ſhort time your. Prayers 
may ferch us back! again: However, 
we are perſuaded that theſe things ſhalt 
turn 't» our -{| «nd your } Salvation, 
through your Prayer, and rhe ſupply of 
the Spirit of | Jeſus Chriſt, Pb4l. 1,49. 
Only fee thar-- your Prayers/be fuch as 
God will sccept. Tcantot inlarge on 
this Head, bur hintthe due qualifications 


of fach a rs (hall nndoubredly 


x. Your 
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I» Your Perſons muſt be in covenant. Toh. 9.31. 
2+ You muſt a4 Faith upon the Me- Joh. 18.23. 


diator Chriſt, 


3- You muſt pray in the Holy Ghoſt. Jude 20. 
" 4. Ask what is according to God's 1 [oh. 5.14 


- Aim at God's Glory as your main t Cor. 19. 
en 


31. 


6. Caſt away all ſm-in heart and life. Pal. 55. 18, 
7. Live in the daily exerciſe” of Re- Heb. 10.22- 


penrance, 


8. Maintain an holy Awe of Gad in Pl. 2. 11. 


your hearts. 


9. Set your hearts in order for the J9> 11-13- 


duty. 


10. Pray with under 
ing the object. 
11, With fervency, importunity. 


12. Forgiving others that have offend. Mark I 1. 


ed you. 


ſending, mind- _— 14+ 


Luk.r1.8,9, 


. 2% 


1% Watching againſt Temptations. Col. 4. 2. 


14 Living up ro-your Prayers. 


5. 
God. 


- 16; Co ming with 


I7: 


—_ Joi15:7, 


tintaiming communion. with 1 yk. 2.35, 


wy wer Jam. 1.6. 


Be Sincere, as to frames and ends. Mart. 5.5 ,5- 
13. Be dayly ſenſible of wants, Weak- Mat. 5. 6+ 


1g. Wait patiently for returns of prayer. Pla. 5: 3+ 


2.0. .Re thankful for 
R 3 


any in-comes after Phil. 4.5,7 + 
Prayer. 


Zeph. 2s 3, 


amd eftabliſh Tudgment in the Gate; 
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Prayer. Such diſpobirions as theſe you 
muſt have and a& m the duty of Prayer, 
and then you ſhall prevail for your ſelves 
and others. "This w the Third general 
Head. | 

4- The laſt I ſhall briefly hint ar'is, 
ſome Cordials which may ſupport and 
bear up our hearts till our Souls overtake 
our dear Lord, or-he turn again tous, 
in our lamenting after him. 

I. Lamenting Souls after the Lord 
are moſt likely ro be the remnant eſcap- 
ing in approaching Calamities : Theſe 
have the Mourners mark on them, 'and 
ordinarily are lefr, Exzk. 9. 4,6. "and 
Ezek. 7. 16. But they that eſcape of 
them ſhall eſcape, and ſhall be on the Moun- 
tains like Deves of the Valleys, all of them 


; one for their miquity. ' It 
Land-dtroyin Calamities come, you 
are”likelieſt to furvive and bea holy Seed 
for ſtoring the Church in future times. 

2. You ray! wa Inſtruments = 
prevail with the Lord for keeping in 
midſt of us: Yer aber fon ce *—bany 
TVbo knoweth if he will renarn and repent, 
and leave a b bebind him # ol 2. 
V. 14. There's yeta may-be in it, Azvos 
5. 15. Hate the evil, and levethe good, 
it 
may 


— Mm 
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way be that the Lord God of Hoſts will 
be gracious wnto the remnant of Joleph. 
God hath condeſcended -to his Peoples 
ſupplications, why not yours ? The 
aun bath delivered the City ; the In- gccl.g.1 5. 
nocent may deliver the I{land. Lot fped Job 22. 30+ 
for Zoar, Abraham for Lot, yea very 
far for the Cirics of the Plain. Make a 
tryalz and what comfort will it be to 
it lamenting Prayers tura the 

Scales bor God's ſtay with us! 

3. However, you may ſtay him with 
your own Souls, ls thar nothing ? God 
13 as willing to be friends with us, as we 
can be to defire it, and much more, 
Iſa. 27.5. Or, Let him take bold of 

ffrength, that he. may make 

wa me; and he ſhall make Td 
with-me; And 1s this nothing ? Oh what* 
is God's preſence worth ! How have Das 
vid, Fob, Heman, and all the Saints: 
prized it? Do you not want it ?- Follow 
on to know [and own and _— 
te Lord, and you ſhall find bis going fort 
is prepared as the morning, and be will 
come to you as the Rain, Hoſ. 6. 3. Your 
Fleece be wet when others are dry. 
If you cannot obtain mercy for others, 
yet as Noah, Daniel and Fob, you may Ezck. 14. 
deliver your own Souls by your righte- 24+ | 
oulnels. - K 44 4 Yet 


© 
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Yet the Lord bath not forſaken us ; 
het yet in the midſt 'of us by bis gra- 
_ Providences:and Influences; he hath 

huherto prevailed with; be 
threatned us 4 leave us, rg gia 
cauſe to fear Execution ; his Cancteſticks 
are fixed,and Candles are bough 
| not all in thei? proper Sockets, but under 
« Buſhel :* This is an incouraging; rgercy, 
our God hath not forſaken us. Yea now 
for a little ſpace grace hath been- ſhewed 
from the Lord our God, to" jeave us a 
remnant ts eſcape, - and to give us a Nail 
in his holy Place, -that our God may 
lighten our Eyes, and give vs # little re- 
viving in our bondage, Ezra 9: 8; 9. It 
was not our deſervings that hath kept 
him with'us; no, tio, Aline! bath mot be 
forſaken, nor Judah of bis God,-—t 
their Land was filled with fin egamft 1 
boly One of Iſrael, Fer. 51-5. Wits the 
reaſon then that'God is not quite gone ? 
Sce 1 Sam. 12.22. For the Lord will not 

forſake bis iy ie 17 great Names [ake, 
becawſe it bat roſes the Loyd to make 
you bis People. Th e Argument holds tor 
us, xnd-1t's ſtill in force ; bleſſed be God 
he hath not caſt- us off as yer, ahd the 
Covenant with Anceſtors ſtill holds good, 


'a5in2£K 13.'39h- * 
| ©. God 


Sree. iid ts CA 


[137] 


5..God ferns ro be in ſuſpenſe whe- 
nn ontar whey: to draw us 
on in.our lamentin er him; juſt as 
he expel in Hoſe x 1. Ch: 
| e «p Ephraim ?. How I 
delryer vr Ira 2 How ks 
thee as Adrmah ? How ſball I ſet thee-as 
Zebbims, (lrange Language ſpoken by the - 
inknitely wife and immurable God ; ' As 
though: he were puzzled and knew not 
what to do. Surely this is ſpoken after the 
mannerof men, & ſpeaks God loth to pu- 
niſhfor indeed it is his ſtrange work;q.. 
the ſeverity of my threats call on truth co 
make., execution, ſed quomods boc 4 me 
impetrabo ? ] But how ſhall I prevail 
with my lf ro doit ? The glory of my 
Name, free- grace, and oor lovers 
my Covenanted people an 
mor doin adied 
facal ſtroke, the righteouſneſs of a Judg 
ſaith, ſtrike ; The bowels of a Father ſay, 
held ; And when God thus deliberate, 
it 18 to ſtay and ſee it his People will ger 
hold of him, by faith:and prayer s: 1s 
not tha bis carriage towards us in hif pro» 
viderice'? certainly the Lord comes and 
goes as if he were loth to puniſh us, 
and is" not this-a very great - incourage- 
rent to 08. 't6 lamenc after him ? _ 


(138) 
he looks back, as « Mother to her Child, 
with a wilhly cye, as if he had not the 
power to go, asf he ſhould ſay, call me 
' back and: you ſhall haveme, my hearr is 
towards you, though I am ro 
turn my back an you, you ſhall have 
me pays will lament Evangelically after 


er You have company 1n' your 
lamenting after the Lord, though there 
be.too too many vile Atheiſts and de- 
bauched wretches bf to God, de- 


us, cauſe the 0 ceaſe 
jg ar, phy _ 


ers in Zion that are very 1 pe gar 
ing and lamenting after the wich 
their might frking to ferch back the 
Gee) Though they. be wr 7 
y, and h bl 
2) Apna, af yo >0t6 and ea 
£ Kang, Mor eprmgen in Elijeb't 
days, that had not bowed their knee to 
Baal : but God ſearcherh out ſuch clan- 
ar near cy > that pray, and com- 
plain to their Go ia Gomannt be wil 
reward & anſwer them openly. with what 


concerns more then themſelves. Oh ! it's 
to be of the number - of theſe hid- 


ones! How bleſſed a thing is it to 
wilt intereſts with this Jars Arlo: 


, There 
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There is 'a communion of Saints in 
prayer, though unknown to each other : 
And I can fay it, for your incourage- 
ment,Oh ye praying mourning Souls,that 
you are not alone, God hath thouſands in 
theſe Nations that have been hard art it 
many . years, and preſent circumſtances 
do quicken their crys ; Our danger in- 
creaſerh our pangs,and thoſe advance our 
crys; 'be nor diſcouraged, you have ma» 
ny afſiſtantsz A thieetold cord is not ca- 
fily broken, God hath-ſame Children to 
cry after him from all parts of the King- 
dom, and h many of the old ſtoc 
of weeping are worn out, yet ſome 
wreſtling young ones are planted in their 
room, ſome begotten in the bonds of the 

for the word of God is not bound, 

h Embaſladors be. Zion hath been 

builr in this troublous time. And I thiok 
it may betruly ſaid, that as the Ark hath 
more vilible followers, ſo more fmcere-la- 
menters after it, then when it was taken 
our of its publick ſtation, as Tertallian of 
old ſaid, ſoit nuſt be acknowledged that 
the more God's held ' is cut, the more 


———_ up. 

7. God hath a dear and tender reſpet 
to ſuch as lament after him for the Arks 
fake, and will do them good upon that 
very 


[149] 
yery account, Pſal 122, 6. prey for the 
peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that 
leave thee. They {hall not only proſper 
and prevail for Fer»/alem, bur God will 

proſper them 1n other reſpects, in thar. 

in comforts, yea oft in worldly 
concerns : A publick Spirit is a perſonal 
gainer; God never ſuffers ſuch to be loſers 
by him, that deny themſelves for him , 
Zeph. 2.18. I will gather them that are 
Pan for the ſolemn Aſſembly, who are 
Plal. 55.22- of thee to whom the. r of "it wa: a 
den. Such as ſtudy intereſt, have 
the Lord to. ſtudy their intereſt ? 1f we 
pur our ſhoulder to bear his burden, he 
will bear Fmt day «Ry 
ſairh God, from this da 
the four and {roo PX wh Le 
month, even-from the day that the founda- 
ths of the Lord Temple was laid, conſider 
y = From this day will I bleſs you, Hogg: 
" 18, 19.” How much doth Gad 
and how tully doth he reward an eſteem 
for his Worſhip! God builds-their hou- 
ſes that-have but a good will to build his 
houſe ; As in David : Thus our Lord 
bis us prove him by our obedience, and 
| ſee if he will-not open the windows of 
Heaven and pour down a bleſling, Mal. 
& 
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$4.10, 11, 42. Who would not then own 
and lay ta heart Zions caſe ? 

8. Lamented for Ark and Ordinances 
willbe the ſweereſt and moſt profitable 
when retuimed and injayed. None will ſb 

ly welcome the Ark, & improve it'as 
. ar Ao moſt deeply laid to heart its re- 
moval. | Such will be 'like hungry ſto- 
macks, lay to bard when they can get to 
this. Soubrefreſhing' food ; a Sielly 
Perſon will ' prize and: improve. a little 
Warer: David never {o gredily longed 
for God's Preſence and Ordi = 
when he wasin a dry and thirſty tai 
where'no water was; Pſa}, 64. 'r. 


Bowach losrhs the beney-comb,' bit to'6he Plal.q2. 1; 


hungry Soul every bitter thing is Sees (: 
Oh what —— As res Pabgrers 
panteth for Water-Brooks'! You't gain 
more days preaching then, then former» 
ty in many-days. | 42121 ' 

9. that larment: after the Lord --- 
ſhall imjoy tim immediately - m the end2 þ. 
in Heaven you fhall need no Ordi 
Rev.21.2z.bſaw'no Temple theremyfor 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are thrncagieaf h;h 


Ghaſi turkly, yea you hall ſee him'ss 
i, which canner but — 


yJ 


7 r you ſhall ſee hs Rev. 22.4. 
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[142] . 
feftly, therefore its called the ' Beatifical 
viſion. Oh what a day will that be ? You 
ſhall nor then need to fear any diſturbance 
From men \nor | Devils, but | his ' Servants 
ſhall Serve bim,and his name ſhall be in 
their forcheads ; There's no more skulk- 

Ing into corners, nor meeting in then 
for fear of mens Laws, and perſecution. 
Yea the more [you lamented. after the 
Lord and his Ark the more{hall you ins 
creaſe your joy inthe Lord? "The more 
;your " inves Prem the more wilt yout 
comfort abound ; The lower the *Ebb; 
the higher the T'ide : You-that loved 
Feruſalem thall be glad witty hery: yea; 
, you: ſhall rejoyce tor joy with her, all 

ye that mourned for her, 1/s. 66: 10. 
10, In the mean time God .humſelt 
wil ſuppl the want of Ordinances; the 
, great 4 will be a little Sanftuary in 
the want of other means of. Worſhip ; he 
bimſelf will ſupply that wdefeR. - David 
could incourage himſelf in-the Lord his 
' God; Hab rejoyce in the Lord, 
when deſticute of outward comforts, yea 
in the abſence of external Priviledges. 
- What want /you-from Ordinances, :that 
the Alſufhcieat'God cannot fupply you 
with? light; love, warmth, ſtrength; ce- 
folutign of doubts, fatizfaRtion/'of | yous 


| I 
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hearts ; God 18 all in all, and all withoue 
all theſe helps, O Friends! ( though 
you may not chuſe to be. without means 
of Grace, becauſe they are God's Inſti- 
tured waies of conveying himſelf to us 
here, yet) you muſt be content to be 
without them, when Providence cuts 
you ſhort of them, and fay in this caſe 
as holy Dewid, (with which I ſhall con- 
clude this Subje&t,) 2 Sam. 15. 25,26. 
Carry back the Ark of God into the ok 
if 1 "nl. af we to the Eyes of 
Lord, be will bring me again, and ſhew 
we both it and his babitation ; but #1 
thas ſay, I have no delight m thee, be 
bere am 1, let bim do to me as [eemet 
good unto him. 
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